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February 2011
Notes from the Principal’s Desk …   
The months of January and February have sped by after our snowy holidays.  Offers of places for our next class of Junior Infants for 2011 are now complete.  Our annual Science week was very active with experiments, quizzes and visiting parents who work in the field of science. The Science week display was a major focal point each morning surpassed only by the recent arrival of our new baby fish born in N.K.E.T.S….. a new entry for the history books!

At the end of January and early February our 5th and 6th classes entered the annual Scoil na Mainistreach quiz and the Celbridge Credit Union quiz. (see inside for details)

Our boys’ and girls’ soccer teams entered the Kildare county championship competition in Futsal (indoor soccer) in Newbridge. Both teams played extremely well and our girls’ team brought home the title of Kildare Champions! Congratulations and well done to the girls and particularly to Niall and Orlaith for all their coaching on Wednesday afternoons.

We have been working on reviewing and updating our Code of Discipline soon to be known as Code of Behaviour in line with the National Education and Welfare Board guidelines. The Student Representative Group consulted with their classes on ideas for rewards for positive behaviour and sanctions for misbehaviour. We will be asking you for your input into the review also via a comment box in the lobby. I’d like to thank our outgoing S.R.G. members for their work since September. Elections were held last week and our new group meet for the first time this Friday.

The pupils have been working on the themes of Rites and Ceremonies, Bullying, Childrens’ Rights, Chinese New Year in the Learn Together Progamme.

My thanks to all of you who attended our recent Parent Teacher Meetings during February. Your co-operation and punctuality ensured it all went to plan. Well done to Bla for all her organisational skills in co-ordinating the timetables. My thanks to all the teachers who spend many hours preparing for the meetings in order to give comprehensive reports on your child’s progress.

Please see notes in the Board of Management corner re: the Croke Park Agreement and Snow Days.

I hope you all have a very enjoyable mid term break.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

· Athletic Coaching resumes for 2nd to 6th classes on Thursday 3rd March for 10 weeks

· Swimming lessons for 1st class commences Thursday 3rd March for 6 sessions.

· Junior Infants photos and Graduation Class photos to be taken Friday 4th March

· Cycle Safety Lessons for 4th class commence on Tuesday 8th March for 6 weeks 

· During Seachtaine na Gaeilge there will be a Ceili (school hours) on Thursday 16th March for all classes. (runners needed on the day)
· School closed on Thursday 17th March (St. Patrick’s Day)
· School closed on Friday 18th March (School Planning Day)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION RE PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS

Thank you to all parents who attended their parent-teacher meetings on the 4th and 11th February.  While we can reschedule meetings for parents who cannot attend on appointed dates for exceptional reasons e.g. hospitalisation, bereavement etc., we do appreciate it that parents make every effort to attend on the appointed date.  Please note that we have parent-teacher meetings in late January/early February every year and we usually give advance notice of the two dates in our December newsletter, and we give approximately 10 days notice of appointment dates and times for each family.  BLÁ
N.K.E.T.S. CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Well done to Emily Trotter (Senior Infant) who won the fabulous hamper put together by our Fundraising Committee. The draw took place upon our return in January and not on 23rd December as planned – due to the school being closed.  Despite the fact that tickets could not be sold on two days prior to the holiday break, the grand sum of €320 was raised – thank you all for your support.
OUTREACH APPEAL
Fiona and Aine, our Outreach class teachers, are looking for jigsaw sets containing between 25 and 40 pieces.  If any parent is doing a clear-out over the mid-term break, please send them into us after mid-term.  Thank you.

TEXT-ALERT MOBILE NUMBERS

Text-alerts are sent to parents from the school, as and when necessary.  The system will only work to it’s full potential if the mobile numbers of parents on record are up-to-date.  If you have changed your mobile number recently, please inform the school office as soon as possible.

SCHOOL BAG POST We would appreciate it if parents could please check their child’s schoobag daily for any notes sent home.  We have noticed that some children do not remember to hand them up on time and therefore, parents are not receiving prompt notification of events closures etc.

SCIENCE WEEK

The school once again enjoyed a great Science Week.  During the week, classes worked on various aspects of the Science curriculum from electricity to air pressure, mixing liquids to chromotography.  All classes had great fun and enjoyed the practical activities.
This year we would like to thank John Barry (parent of Ivor and Zachary) who spoke to 6th and Junior Infants about Geology.  Also thanks to Paula Martin (parent of Isobel and Nina) assisted by Naomi Clancy (parent of Noah and Sophie) who demonstrated experiments to Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd.  Four secondary school pupils presented science experiments to the whole school also.
Thank you to everyone for making Science Week a success.

CREDIT UNION QUIZ

On Sunday 6th February we entered 3 teams in the Annual Credit Union Quiz. Even though our team didn’t collect a prize, participation for our pupils was a worthwhile experience.  Well done to Aoife Kearney, Hannah McHugh, Saoirse Flattery, Niamh Saunders, Eilis Mahjn, Louise Claffey, Kate O’Malley, Conor Neville, Maebly Ryan, Tom Crowe, James O’Hanlon and Faelan Buckley-Benson. 
SCHOOLS’ QUIZ

Scoil Na Mainistreach held their Annaul Schools’ Quiz on Friday 28th January and we entered two teams.  Out of approx. 40 teams, our 5th Class team came 5th, and our 6th Class team came 6th.  Well done to Ben Brezina, Saoirse Flattery, Aoife Kearney, Jonathan Landy (5th) and Anna Hepple, Laura O’Shea, Emmet Stout and Aidan O’Riain (6th). 
SWIMMING LESSONS

Senior Infants finished their swimming lessons on Thursday 17th February. Orlaith would like to thank the parents who came along to assist her.  

SRG

We recently held elections for this term’s Student Representative Group.  The following are those elected:
3rd Class: Jack Cronin-Kroes and Aoife Murphy.

4th Class: Aoife Riordan and Alex Parker

5th Class: Conor Dunne and Saoise Flattery

6th Class:Ciara Dunne and James O’Hanlon
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH

Books – Hannah Kearns and Ellen Curran
Games/Jigsaws/Activities: – Ellen and Jack Curran, Sarah Kerr and Aisling Gallagher
Tubs of Sweets – Bernie Saunders
Donation – Thanks to Deborah Walsh who, through her place of work, was able to give us a generous donation to our Outreach classes.
Stationery – Humeera Qureshi and Tina Mulledy
Helpers
To: Naomi Clancy who drew beautiful artwork in our Junior and Senior Infants toilets. Thanks to Naomi and to Christine for assisting her.

To: Ana Camara who cooked pasta with Senior Infants on Friday 11th February. 

To: Beng Ling Johnson for coming in to 3rd class to talk about Chinese New Year.  We learned more about customs and traditions associated with the festival.  Beng Ling also taught the pupils how to make origami bunnies for the Year of the Rabbit, and he gave everyone a red envelop with a good luck coin.  Gong Xi Fa Cai!

To: Grainne Teeling and Liz O’Keeffe in organising our Coffee Morning for 3rd and 4th class parents on Friday 18th February. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS
EXCEPTIONAL CLOSURES – As you are aware because of the heavy snowfalls before Christmas we were closed a total of 5 days.  This was at the lower end of the spectrum as some schools were obliged to close for up to 18 days.  The Department of Education & Skills issued guidelines for school which were discussed by the Board of Management.  The guidelines asked schools to assess if the curriculum could be covered in the remaining time available this year.  There was a suggestion that class work would be given priority over school tours and Sports’ Day.  Due to the Croke Park Agreement, the school will no longer take half days for staff meetings as these will be held after hours.  With this additional contact time the Board of Management is confident that the curriculum will be fully covered without impinging on school tours and Sports’ Day.
The calendar for the next number of years for the standardised school year is currently being discussed.  It is anticipated that individual school boards will be given the autonomy to reserve a number of days holidays in the event of further closures due to snow, in the years ahead.

CROKE PARK AGREEMENT – The Croke Park Agreement has come into effect from February 1st this year.  For parents this means that staff meetings and parent-teacher meetings are held after school hours.  Consequently, the practise of closing early for these meetings has now ceased.  From September, the annual one day closure for school planning will not happen as this is being absorbed into the after school hours as well.  Our designated planning day on March 18th will go ahead as planned this year.
JUNIOR INFANTS 2011 - Our Junior Infant class for 2011 is full.  Please remind your family and friends to enrol any newborn sibling within a week of being born.  As you are aware, enrolments are accepted on a first come first served basis and siblings do not get first preference in the enrolment process.  Our 2015 list is growing.
GRADUATION 2011: We’d like to remind our 6th class parents that our Graduation Ceremony takes place on Tuesday 28th June 2011 @ 8.00pm. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
Fundraising News:
 

Despite the weather over the festive period the Festive Hamper raised €320 so thanks to all who entered and to the volunteers who sold the tickets.

Next fundraising event will be Tesco Bag pack in March. This usually raises a lot of money so we will be looking for as many volunteers as possible to help out.  Details to follow after the mid-term break.  

*******************************************************

During their Learn Together curriculum, 5th class were learning about initiation ceremonies in different religions.  Here are three accounts written in the context of ‘Dear Diary’



  








     (continued)
Sporting Achievements
 The following article has been sent to our local newspapers to appear in their next issues.

Thanks to Maria Riordan, Christine and Damien Farrell, Caitriona Molloy and Vicky Lyons who very kindly drove our teams to and from the venue in Newbridge. 






    (continued)







SACRED THREAD – The Hindu Ceremony


by Jonathan Landy


Dear Diary,





Today I did my Sacred Thread ceremony.  I woke up and my mum was cleaning for the party, then the priest came.  I slept a bit more and then my mum made me breakfast in bed.  I put on my nice clothes and then the priest came over to the house.  He hung the sacred thread over my left shoulder and I spoke from the Vedas.  The thread smelt funny and they were nearly going to rip.  I also got to hold a staff which was really cool but it nearly fell onto the priest’s head which I am not so proud of. Later on that night we had a big party and we had loads of food and I got lots of presents.  For the meal, I had chicken tika masala, a burger and then chips.  I also got coca cola to drink.  I also got a baseball bat and a book which is really big and had loads of facts in it.  I was so tired that I didn’t know if I was able for the rest of the party.  I went outside to the bonfire and sang songs which was really fun.  My Dad got firecrackers and we watched them explode in the air.  After that, I went up to bed.  I wish I could live this day over and over again.








CONFIRMATION DAY  – The Christian Ceremony  by Conor Dunne


Dear Diary,





Today I will be making my Confirmation in the Church.  I will be wearing a black top with beige coloured trousers.  All my friends and family will be there.  I am nervous about having to say a piece from the bible.  The good thing is I get loads of money.  We’re at the church now and I see all my friends.  The priest is talking now and he is calling me to come up.  Ok here I go.





OK I’m done now.  Now all the children have to go up to be blessed by the priest.  One hour later I’m back home now and my dad is cooking dinner for all my friends and family.  We have a bouncy castle outside.  I am up in my bed saying prayers and praying for all my friends and family.








BAT MITZVAH  – The Jewish Ceremony by Niamh Carroll


Dear Diary,





I woke up yesterday morning and it was the morning of my Bat Mitzvah.  I had waffles for breakfast.  We went to the synagogue.  I read from the Torah.  The Torah was in Hebrew.  It was a bit hard but I got through it. I pointed to the Torah with the yad.  I wore the white shawl.





When we got home I got lots of money and presents.  I had dinner with my family.  Then our friends came over and we danced all night.  We even did the horah where I am on a chair and everybody lifts me up into the air.  I had so much fun and I can’t wait for my cousin’s Bat Mitzvah next year.  It’ll be so much fun. 








Chinese New Year 


written & drawn by Ethan Madden (3rd Class)





Last Thursday, it was Chinese New Year.  Lily’s mom came in and we learned about Chinese New Year and we learned how to use chop sticks and how to make origami bunnies.  Chinese New Year is either in late January or early February.  This year it was on February the 3rd.  On Chinese New Year at 12 o’clock the families have a big feast.  They usually have fried fish, fried rice, potatos, chips or noodles.




















During February our Senior Infants learned about Australia.  They looked at pictures of Australia which included the landscape, animals and buildings. They had a boomerang in the class and listened to music native to Australia.  





 Senior Infants also wrote some information about Australia, as follows:





AUSTRALIA


We know lots of things about Australia.  The capital city is Canberra.  There are lots of animals in Australia – Kangaroo, Crocodile, Koala, Shark and Box Jelly Fish.  I like the Australian Flag too.  I love Australia.





Here are two beautiful pictures drawn by Amy Madden (Kangaroo picture) and Neasa Farrell (Australian Flag). 








Chinese New Year 


 by Beth Corry (3rd Class)


Last Thursday, it was Chinese New Year.  This year is the year of the rabbit and Beng Ling came in and we made origami bunnies and learned how to use chopsticks and picked up sweets from a bowl.  Chinese people celebrate it for fifteen days and have a big feast and have nice food to celebrate.  Chinese New Year is either late January or early February.  This year the date was the 3rd of February.  They give each other special envelopes with money in it.  It is supposed to give good luck. You are not allowed to sweep on Chinese New Year or you will be sweeping a way good luck.  Girls wear pretty dresses and we put up nice decorations on our houses.  In the story of the Chinese New Year, the animals were fighting so they had a race.  The rat came 1st, the ox 2nd, the tiger 3rd, the rabbit 4th, the dragon 5th, the snake 6th, the horse 7th, the ram 8th, the monkey 9th, the rooster 10th, the dog 11th and the pig 12th.  Now all of them have a year named after them.  The lion turned up late and the rat pushed the cat off the ox’s back.








Futsal Tournament Winners!





On Thursday 27th January, 17 boys and girls from the North Kildare Educate Together School, Celbridge, made the trip to Newbridge Sports Centre, to take part in the Kildare finals of the F.A.I.’s annual Futsal Competition.   Futsal is indoor soccer, played with a less bouncy ball, placing emphasis on the development of good control.





The girls team opened with a 5-1 victory over Newbridge Educate Together School with Ashleigh McFarland doing her best impression of a young Robbie Fowler, in clinically dispatching all five goals!  The team had a really solid spine to it with Shilpa Finegan in goals and Áine Connell and Aoife Riordan providing protection in front of her.  Ashleigh was quickly proving to be the outstanding player of the tournament and another hat-trick gave North Kildare Educate Together School a 3-0 victory over Scoil Mhicil Naofa and guaranteed a place in the final.





Awaiting the girls in the final where a strong Gaelscoil Chill Dara team who had easily won all their matches in the tournament so far.  The game was very tight to begin with, but with a great finish from Sorcha Costello put North Kildare Educate Together School 1-0 up.  Ashleigh made it 2-0 from the penalty spot and then sealed victory with a superb individual effort to make it 3-0.  All five substitutes came on and it is testament to the strength of the squad that the five substitutes held on to the 3-0 scoreline.  Rachel Molloy went very close to making it 4-0 before the final whistle went and the girls were celebrating being crowned Kildare Primary Schools Futsal Champions!





Our boys team started brightly with a 2-0 win over Scoil na Mainistreach’s A team, aided by two superbly taken goals from Daniel Wallace.  Their next match was a 1-1 draw with Newbridge Educate Together School (the eventual champions), where a deflected goal from Eoghan Grace cancelled out an early opener from Newbridge.  The boys went into their final group game needing a win to make the final but superb goalkeeping from the goalkeeper of Gaelscoil Chill Dara kept the scores at 0-0 and denied our lads a place in the final.  The boys won their consolation play off game 3-0 to go through the whole tournament unbeaten.  While disappointed at narrowly missing out on a place in the final, the boys can be very proud with the way they represented their school.





The girls squad in full was Ciara Saunders, Shilpa Finegan, Aoife Riordan, Áine Connell, Ava Madden, Rachel Molloy, Aoife Conlon, Sorcha Costello, Ashleigh McFarland and Jessica Farrell.  The boys squad was Jack Curran, Daniel Jupe, Daniel Wallace, Eoghan Grace, Sam McHugh, Adam Quinn and Rourke Byrne.














