 Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


A 2006/2007 school year comes to a close, we bid farewell to 27 6th class pupils – our graduates this year.  13 families are leaving our school and they will be missed for their active part in our school community.  Two of our founding members Tamara O’Connor and Bernie Cahill leave us and I’d like to pay particular tribute to both for their contribution towards the development of our school.  Tamara was Chairperson of the school’s first Board of Management and her dedication and hard work at such a key time in that stage of the school’s growth has been very important to its success.  Bernie has served on a number of past committees.  She was a member of the Executive Committee in the early days also.  Bernie served on the Equality Committee and the Relationships and Sexuality Policy Committee both of which laid solid foundations in important policy areas.
I’d like to thank all the parents of our graduates and of current classes for your involvement in the school over the years.  This involvement enhances the professional role of our teachers and brings a new dimension to our pupils’ experience of school.

Looking back on the year we have had many highlights and developments:
· We came to an agreement with the Department of Education & Science re: the opening of our Unit for Children with Autism
· We’ve taken on 6 staff for this Unit

· Tom Moriarty was appointed as Principal of the new Adamstown Educate Together School

· Our athletes won 1 gold, 4 silver and 3 bronzes medals.  Our U11 girls relay team came 1st and our U12 and U13 girls relay teams came 3rd and 4th respectively.
· Our Parents’ Association organised their first Fun Day

· Our first Gala Banquet was held and was a huge success.
· We had many prize winners in a variety of competitions.

· Our 2nd class staged ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarves’

· Junior Infants staged their Letterland Show

· Swim Achievement awards were given to Senior Infants and 1st class

· Our classes were coached in Gaelic Football and Hurling in association with Celbridge GAA Club

· We collected €1,023 in our support an athlete campaign for the Special Olympics in China

· The development of the Junior and Senior Infants garden.
We look forward to another exciting year ahead.  Best wishes to all for happy holidays.

Keep safe and well, and we’ll see you all @8.40am on Monday September 3rd 2007
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Monday 3rd  September at 8.40am. New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Mon. 3rd Sept. to 14th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school hours from Mon. 17th Sept. 
Swimming for Senior Infants 2007/2008 (i.e. current Junior Infants) commences on Thursday 13th September.

Athletics Coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2007/2008) starts onThursday 13th September for an initial period of 10 weeks.
5th GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our fifth graduation in our new school building which took place on Wednesday 27th June.  
Michael Costello (Chairperson of Board of Management) and Mike O’Malley (Chairperson of the Executive Committee) both congratulated and wished our graduates well in their new schools.  Paul Rowe, Chief Executive of Educate Together also spoke.
This year’s Graduation Theme was ‘Sunflowers’.   
In keeping with previous graduations, 6th class worked on a graduation project.  .  Much to the delight of everyone in the school they have established a ‘Herb Wheel’ in their class garden.  They also engraved into concrete on their garden wall, sunflowers, using their handprints.  In these handprints they placed coloured stones – orange, yellow, brown and green. They also carved their names on the wall.  It is a beautiful momento of their time spent in NKETS and like the sunflowers – we hope that our graduates will continue to blossom.  

We also said farewell to the 13 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Thursday 28th June @ 10am  they made a very slow and emotional exit from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
SPORTS DAY 

Our Sports Day eventually happened on Monday 25th June.  Despite being a bit on the cool and windy side, it did not deter the children from having a great day taking part in the variety of activities organised throughout the school.    The only let down was that we were not able to have our barbecue (definitely next year!)  Thanks to our past-pupils who helped out and to Tom Moriarty who organised all the activities and timetabled the events. 
SCIENCE WEEK

This year our Science Week took place from 2nd to 5th May.  We invited parents to come and speak to the children about how science is relevant in their careers.  Denise McAuliffe, Robert Garland, Vic Murphy, Adrienne Sneyd and Brian Kehoe came in and shared with the children how certain aspects of science influence their work.  We invited transition year students from Salesian College (Graham, Dan, Steven and Craig) and St. Wolstan’s Community School (Michelle, Rebecca, Triona, Ciara, Doireann, Laura A, Laura B, Cassie, Sarah Jane and Regina) to come to the school to show and explain their Young Scientist of the Year Exhibits.  A wonderful and learning experience was had by all during this very successful Science Week.  Arlene (Science Week Co-Ordinator) would like to express her sincere thanks to all those who gave up their time to visit us.
During the Science Week we held a Junior and Senior Quiz.  The winner of our Junior Quiz was Niamh Saunders and Leanne Mooney won the Senior Quiz.  Thanks to all who took part…… better luck next year!

ROBOTICS!

Firstly, we would like to sincerely thank Eamonn and Ann Burke for their generous donation of 4 Lego Mindstorm sets to the school.  Also, Michael Commons came in to 5th class and worked with the children in developing the Mindstorm games using our computer room. As part of an Intel initiative Michael offered to do 20 hours work with our school and in return the school receives €200 and the children have some fun at the same time.  He also arranged for a work colleague to visit the school on 5th June to speak to 5th and 6th class about robotics in the work place.

STORIES GALORE!

We were  delighted to welcome Julie Dwan to the school on Tuesday 12th June.  Julie is a storyteller who has been visiting schools in the North Kildare area over the past number of weeks thrilling the children with her stories and her many props.  Celbridge Library are co-ordinating these visits and they are free of charge to the schools. 
LENA BOYLAN MEMORIAL COMPETITION
We would like to congratulate Shauna Minnock (5th) who came 2nd in this competition.  Fifth and sixth class pupils across Celbridge were invited to participate in this annual competition – which is designed to stimulate and promote interest of local history in young people. Shauna was presented with her prize on 31st May in Celbridge Library.  (See Children’s Corner)
GREEN NEWS

Our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank was a great success this school year. The gift of a set of pencils for every mobile phone, battery or recharger deposited into the recycling bank will continue in September so make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.

Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
Our Clothes Recycling Bank has proved t be a real success and from comments received from parents using it, they are delighted that their used clothes can be recycled.  If you are having a clear-out during the summer, hold on to the items – if you can manage it - until 3rd September that is!

Water Conservation – On the back of this Newsletter you will see a list of economic ideas to reduce your household consumption of water.  It certainly is food for thought!
SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  We have been involved in Athletics, Olympic Handball, Cross Country running and Gaelic Football at various age levels.  
Cross Country – See ‘Children’s Corner’
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner).  We won yet another magnificent trophy and a number of medals against stiff opposition from 32 schools in the Dublin area.  On 15th June we all assembled in our school hall to celebrate and congratulate our athletes on their wonderful achievements in Santry.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.  (See Children’s Corner for more sporting achievements!) 
Thanks to Mary Kearns and her fellow coaches from Celbridge Atheltic Club for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
This year saw the introduction of coaching in hurling/camogie and gaelic football.  This was organised by the GAA Kildare Board and members (Adrian, Fergal and Mark) from our local Celbridge GAA  came up to the school on a weekly basis to work with the children.  We hope to repeat this during the next school year from our 2nd to 6th  classes over a period of two six week blocks.  There is no charge for this coaching. 
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:
Special word of thanks to Lena Lindberg, Fiona Kyle, Helena MacMahon and Gary Connell who did a fantastic job in completing the development of our Junior and Senior Infant gardens.  Also to Annah Knight who babysat, allowing them to carry out the work.
Margaret Young, Fiona Costello, Mary Kelly and Helen Neville who donated books for our class libraries.
Valerie Grace for planting broadbeans with Junior and Senior Infants. Valerie also spoke to our 6th class about hygiene and beauty care.
Maria Mannion (past parent) and Margaret Larkin who both came into 6th class and their parents respectively regarding the transition to secondary school.
Fiona Kyle who donated files for office use

Deirdre Belhout who gave us a Letterland Video for our junior classes.
Lorcan Claffey and Fiona Costello who donated jigsaws and games
Pat and Elaine Dunne who donated a computer monitor and pc to the school for office administration. 
Siofra, Cassie, Louise and Amy (transition year students from St. Wolstan’s) who joined us for a few days and worked in our class gardens, assisted in putting together our last newsletter and generally being a helping hand to all. 
Robby Garland who very kindly arranged for 3rd class to visit Weston Aerodrome and by all accounts the children had a fabulous time.
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours in May.  We hope you had fun!

CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.

DRAMA PROP BOXES
Thanks to all of you who sent in items for the prop boxes, but we could do with more!   So if you are clearing out toy rooms, bed rooms, attics or wardrobes over the summer, set aside a bag for us please!  If case you have forgotten what we require – please see the ‘Noticeboard’

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
€1,021.00 was raised altogether between the Denim Day, Coffee Morning and the Coin Trail.  This money will go towards supporting an athlete for the Special Olympics in China in October 2007.  Many thanks for your wonderful support.  
Thank you to all who donated cakes and biscuits for our Coffee Morning and a special thanks to Lena for making us all feel fabulously relaxed and refreshed after her massage.  
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On June 7th we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 16 girls and 13 boys in the class – 16 of which are siblings.  On Thursday 14th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Cathy O’Brien, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
LETTERLAND FAVOURITES
A metamorphosis took place in Junior Infants on Tuesday 26th June when they turned into Letterland characters to perform in their Letterland Favourites show.  After having a few rehearsals, they were rearing to go and they performed their favourite songs with actions from Letterland for their parents.   This was a wonderful production.  Well done to Pat and his helpers, and to all the children – it was great entertainment.

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

TOM MORIARTY   - The Board of Management would like to congratulate Tom Moriarty on his appointment to the role of Principal to Adamstown Castle Educate Together School.  Tom has made a huge contribution to the school over the past 9 years and he will be greatly missed on a personal and professional level by pupils, staff and parents.  Every good wish to Tom in his new role and we’re delighted he’ll be staying in the Educate Together sector!

SONYA McARDLE  - We bid a fond farewell to Sonya McArdle, substitute teacher, who has been with us teaching 2nd class this year.  Sonya is moving to Cork (no better place!) so we wish her well and thank her for her excellent work with 2nd class this year.

UNIT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM  - The Board of Management has been very busy preparing for the opening of our Unit for Children with Autism over the past few weeks.  Our Enrolment Policy is now complete and we now have the full complement of staff ready.  Fiona Knox (Special Education Teacher) in the Mainstream School for the past 2 years is transferring into the Unit and Áine O’Donnell has been appointed as the second teacher.  We have also appointed four Special Needs Assistants, Viv Butler-Rees, Brenda McCrory, Joan Eley and Lorraine Comerford.

As the Unit needs to be furnished and equipped and staff training needs to be facilitated, the classes will not be open to students until early November.  We look forward to welcoming the new pupils, parents and staff into our school community in the months ahead.

SALESIAN COLLEGE  - The Board of Management were delighted to be able to accommodate the staff of Salesian College and their pupils with Autism for the month of June in our Unit for Children with Autism, while building work was being done to their school.  Below is a letter of thanks written by Michael, one of their pupils to us.

SWIMMING  -  Swimming will resume in September 2007 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of the Book Grant or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions, which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.

The programme for the school year 2007/2008 will be as follows:
September – November 2007
 
Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)
Thursdays 
8 weeks

November – January 2008

1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays
8 weeks

Feb 2008 – March 2008

Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING    -  The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 13th September 2007.  
ENROLMENTS   -  Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.   REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.

TAX REBATE SCHEME   -  The tax rebate claim on voluntary contributions has been sent into the Revenue Commissioners.  This year our rebate will be €8,885.  Remember, if you contribute €250 or more to the school in a tax year, we can claim back the tax you paid on your donation.  A €25.00 per month standing order to the NKETS gives us €300 in a year, but we can claim back an additional €200 in tax rebate!!  Thanks to everyone whose generous contributions have made this possible.
CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2006/2007                     The following are the class allocations for the coming year:
Junior Infants –  Cathy O’Brien
Senior Infants – Pat Crowe      1st Class -  New teacher (to be appointed)


2nd Class
 -  Niall Keating      3rd Class – (newly appointed teacher)        4th Class – Arlene Higgins   5th Class  - Anne Finn (DeputyPrincipal)

6th Class – Olive O’Reilly     Special Needs Learning Support Teacher (job-sharing) – Fiona Cooney and Blá Tonra  

Support Teacher for 2007/2008 (rotating post) – Mary Doran 
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all NKETS pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!

Executive Notes

The Executive AGM took place on Monday 11th June.  We would like to thank everyone who attended and we would like to thank our out-going committee member, Maureen Keenan-Barry for her dedication and hard work on the committee.  At the AGM the Executive reported on its activities for the year.  Eight members of the outgoing Executive expressed their willingness to go forward for re-election. However, there are still 3 places to be filled on the committee.  If anyone is interested in getting involved, you can contact any member of the Executive listed below.

The Executive would like to express their thanks to the school community for all the support during the year.  As you all know we had our most successful year ever in terms of fundraising and a special word of thanks has to go to Sarah Kerr for her fantastic work on the fundraising committee.

Finally, we hope you all have a lovely relaxing summer.

	ROLE
	NAME
	TEL. NUMBER

	Chairperson
	Mike O’Malley
	6290732

	Secretary
	Adrienne Kelly
	6276406

	Treasurer
	Grainne O’Hagan
	6291619

	
	Ursula Byrne
	6290242

	
	Michael Costello
	6270588

	
	Viv Butler-Rees
	6271680

	
	Sarah Kerr
	6288654

	
	Colin Johnson
	6286694


Fundraising News-Summary 2006-2007

This year has been a great one for fundraising, which could not have happened without all of your help and assistance throughout the year.  In total, the amount raised for the school during the year was a massive €49,211.64!  We would like to extend a very special thanks to the school and wider community for their help & generosity, both local and national businesses for their kind sponsorship and donation, and all of the other friends, families and associates, without who’s hard work, kindness and generosity none of this would have been possible.  Again, many thanks and hope you all have a wonderful summer.

Kind regards.            The Fundraising Committee.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
NKETS Parents Association

The Parents Association Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Fun Day a great success.  We would like to especially thank Matt Burden of Tesco Ireland who very generously sponsored the three bouncy castles, which were very popular.  We would also like to thank the Leixlip Fire Brigade and the Celbridge Garda for attending and giving everyone an opportunity to get to know them.  A special thanks for the teachers who got a soaking, Olive, Arlene, Mary and Pat, and for Lorraine who did a great job painting the stocks, and finally thanks to all those who help in the run up and on the day to ensure everything went smoothly, Noel, Elaine & Pat Dunne, Annah Knight, Ben Ling Johnson, Adrienne & Lorcan Claffey, Lena Lendberg, Valerie Craven-Grace, Martyn Saunders, Helena MacMahon, Valerie Grace, Orla Kearney, Niamh O’Loughlin, Catriona Molloy and anyone else we have forgotten!  Again, a great big thank you to all involve, it would not have been possible without your help.

The Parents Association Committee hopes to organise other activities in the new school year and looks forward to new volunteers in September.  Anybody interested in considering becoming a member of the committee please contact Pat Kerr on 087 2265786.  Have a great summer and hope to see you all again in September.   Best wishes,

The Parents Association Committee.
______________________________________________________
NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

School Hooded Sweatshirt & Polo T-Shirt
Orders for sweatshirts and polo T-shirts will be distributed to the children on the first day back in school i.e. Monday 3rd September.   For reasons of comfort, health, safety and hygiene, please remember that the appropriate PE clothing must be worn for children to participate in PE i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts, T shirt and non-marking soled runners.  
School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Monday 3rd  to Friday 14th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 17th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar
We have had a few queries regarding our closures for the next school year (i.e. September 2007 to June 2008).  Such closures will not be decided upon until the first Staff and Board of Management meetings to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year, as mentioned in the Board of Management News

Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September.
DRAMA PROP BOXES – as mentioned above, if you are having a clear-out, please put aside any of the following items (clean and in good condition) for our prop boxes and hand them into the school office in September.  Thank you for your help. 

Aprons

Glasses

Gloves

Toy Telephones

Toy mobile phones

Microphones

Skipping ropes

Walking sticks

Torches

Bells

Packs of cards

Mirrors

Keys

Eye masks

Tea towels

Clipboards

Bubbles 

Rolls of tin foil

White Fabric

Sunglasses

Tea sets (toy)

Crowns

Clown’s wig

Handbags

Jewellery – Toy/Costume

Feather boas

Lengths of material

Hats

Scarves

Fans (paper/fabric type)

White web/net curtain fabric

Teddies

Dolls


SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS…..
Winners at the Santry Sports!  The following is the Press Release given to the Liffey Champion to be published in their next edition!
NKETS Triumphs Again At Santry

The North Kildare EducateTogether School in Celbridge recently had another highly successful trip to the Cumann na mBunscol Primary School Games in Morton Stadium, Santry. 

NKETS has a partnership with the Celbridge Athletic Club which has seen children from 2nd to 6th classes benefit from the expert coaching of Mary and Ciara Kearns. 

The results of the coaching were clear to see as the NKETS athletes won eight individual medals in a range of events over the two days of the games. More than thirty schools took part in the competition which is run by teachers and funded through charitable donations.

Vivian Fleischer won gold in the girls’ Long Jump and Seadna McGrillen took the silver medal in the same event for the boys. Seadna won a second silver in the 60m Sprint while Mya Butler-Rees and Robyn Parker also got silver medals in the girls’ 60m Hurdles and High Jump respectively.

Aisling Kennedy took a bronze medal in the girls’ 500m while Laura Smyth also won a bronze in the 60m Sprint. The medal haul was completed when Laura Smyth garnered a second bronze medal, this time in the 60m Hurdles.

Altogether, more than fifty children from the NKETS travelled to Santry over a period of two days to take part in the games. The emphasis of Cumann na mBunscol is strongly on participation and many other creditable performances were delivered in addition to those that won medals. The event was greatly enjoyed by all the children, parents and teachers who took part.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
……AND MORE ACHIEVEMENTS
Representing Ireland – Seadna McGrillen (5th) class represented his country this week in a soccer match.  Congratulations and Well Done Seadna!

Congratulations to Kate O’Malley who came first in her swim race in the U10 age group at the Community Games (County Final) on 28th April, and to Conor Murphy who came third in his U8 swim.

To our budding athletes whose names have appeared in almost every edition of our newsletter this year….. Vivian Fleischer and her teammates who came third in the U13 4 x 100 relay, to Shauna Minnock and Laura Smyth who both came second in their U12 4 x 100 relay at the Leinsters held on 20th May.  

To Aidan Connolly (Jnr. Inf) who took part in a soccer tournament in his ‘Aunt Tracy’s work’.  His team came 4th. 
Well done to all on these fantastic achievements.



4th Class were very busy writing expositions/notes/arguments for a debate.  Below are two which you will find very interesting indeed!















June 2007





Title:		5th  & 6th should be allowed leave school for lunch				(Roisin Malone)





Introduction:	At the moment none of the children in N.K.E.T.S. are allowed leave school for lunch.  There are a lot of reasons why and why not 5th and 6th should be allowed out for lunch.





Argument For:	Kids should be allowed lave school because for a start they would be in a big group of friends and it would also be easier for parents not having to make lunch.  The children would be able to have more variety for lunch.  They would get a lot of exercise and fresh air.  If the kids of 5th and 6th would like, they could stay in the classroom.





Argument Against:  Children should not be able to go to the shop for safety reasons, such as messing on roads with cars, coming back late, buying rubbish and junk food, and strangers talking to them.  Sometimes there are teenagers around shops.  They might start doing mean things to them.  





Conclusion:	With being able to walk to the shop it will give the kids a break from work and time to talk to their friends.





My Big Bunny


by Thomas McKeone (2nd)


On pet day at school my teacher was happy when I said I would bring my bunny to school.  Boy is she in for a surprise!.  My bunny is 30 feet tall.  When I went into school the teacher went made.  She ran out the door and went home and never came back.  I said Let’s jump on my big bunny.  OK said the children.  One of the children brought in a bird.  Another child brought in a cat.  The cat went to sleep.  Another child brought in a frog. Another child brought in a turtle.  The child that brought in the turtle had a trampoline.  That boy fell and the turtle saved him.  I think my bunny is the best bunny and pet in the world.











INTER-SCHOOL SCROSS COUNTRY – Laura Smyth, Shauna Minnock and Vivian Fleischer (5th Class)





On the 29th of March 18 athletes travelled  to Hawkfield, Newbridge for a Cross Country race.  We all did extremely well and had a lovely day out.  We really enjoyed our day and it was a great experience.  We all hope to go back next year.  We’d like to thank Olive for a lovely day out and from her we had great support from the side line.  Our athletes were Shauna, Vivian, Laura S., Kate, Diane, Emma, Leanne M, Sorcha, Kelly, Seadna, Ben, Luke C., Aaron, Dean, James, Colm T., Darren and Sean.





Title:  		There should be a school shop. 						  (Jasmina Constantin)





Introduction: 	At the moment we have no school shop.  Some children wish we do have, just in case they forgot their lunch/drink, so then they can get it from the shop!	





Argument For:	We should have a school shop because some pupils have, may be forgot their lunch, and they can get something from the shop.  The water should be free because our school water isn’t that good for you.  If pupils have what they have in their beaker they might want to refill it.  Or instead if every child always wants a refill their beaker, the teacher might not allow them out of the class, so I suggest another reason is every class has their shop, well a mini shop – I’m talking really small.	





Argument Against:  But then the school would have to pay people to work at the shop and plus all the equipment.  We can’t get Noel to do everything!  Plus some pupils might wreck the shop by throwing stuff at it and pushing stuff off the shelves.  I don’t know about the mini class one.  You have a point that the teachers will get annoyed if every two minutes a child goes in and out o the class.  I might think about the water thing and every class gets one.	





Conclusion:	There should be a shop and every kid should put in €5.00 for the shop, so they can build a good one.








COMIC BOOKS


Dean Cunningham, Ciaran Duff, Patrick Reddy and Sean O’Connor (6th Class) put together some fabulous Comic Books, including illustrations drawn by them.  Due to the lack of space in our Newsletter we can only give you a half-page sample from each of their comics.  Well done boys!    (See pages attached)





Brandy


by Eimear Delaney (2nd)





One day it was pet day in my school.  I had to bring in my pet.  It is a weird pet.  On the day to school it burst the buses tyres.  Crash the bus fell on the ground.  I had to walk to school.  Brandy is my pet’s name.  He is a glupa, a sort of duck who eats a lot.  On the way to school he ate Sam’s dog!  Sat lunch time he jumped out the window and scared all the kids.  In class Brady ate the teacher.  Do you know what I said then, Let’s Party!








