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Introduction
The focus of the evaluation
A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in NKETS was undertaken during the period November to December 2014. During the evaluation, teaching and learning in the area of problem solving in Mathematics was evaluated: 

This is a report on the findings of the evaluation.
Gathering the Evidence

· We administered a simple problem solving test to children in Third and Fourth classes. We then gave them a rubric to self-evaluate what problem solving strategies they had used when attempting to solve the problems on the test.
· Class teachers from 3rd to 6th class discussed what problem solving strategies they teach the children.
· Learning support teachers analysed the results of the rubrics completed by the children
· A survey was administered to all children from 3rd to 6th classes to get their opinions on different learning approaches and how they viewed them
Summary of school self-evaluation findings
Our school has strengths in the following areas:
· 54% of children in 3rd class and 68% of children in 4th class reported that they chose numbers carefully when solving a problem and that they wrote them down and did rough work.
· 46% of children in 3rd class and 57% of children in 4th class reported that they chose what type of calculation to do very carefully and that they wrote the calculations in rough work without rushing.

· In both classes, 0% of children reported that they didn’t spend long deciding which type of calculation to use, that they wrote down any numbers that were in the problem in their calculations and that they rushed a lot of their calculations.

· Children reported that they enjoyed a variety of approaches to organising the learning environment. 72% of children reported that they liked working on their own while 81% said they liked working in groups and 79% enjoyed working in pairs. 83% reported that they like to like to move seats for some lessons while 79% said that they liked to work at their own desks.
· Some classes are using the think, pair, share approach to problem solving 

· In some classes children are asked to revoice problems and are using peer tutoring as a strategy in approaching problem solving

· In some classes the more able children are asked to think of multiple ways to solve a problem
The following areas are prioritised for improvement:  
· 14% of children in 4th class and 43% of children in 3rd class said that they didn’t review their work and check their answer when finished.
· 36% of pupils in 3rd class and 50% of pupils in 4th class reported that they never estimated any answers but just did the calculations and thought they should be correct.

· 4% of pupils in both 3rd and 4th classes reported that they drew pictures or diagrams to help them with a lot of the questions.

· The good practice evident in many classes needs to be consistently applied throughout the school

Appendix to Primary School Self-Evaluation Report: 

policy checklist – reporting to the school community
	Schools are required to have certain policies in place as part of their permanent school plan. It is good practice for schools to consult with the school community in forming and reviewing many of these policies. The school board of management has to approve and ratify policies, and should ensure that they are reviewed on a regular basis.

	What area of school life does the policy deal with and what is the aim of the policy?
	Has policy been approved by the board of management?


	Enrolment policy
Section (15)(2)(d) Education Act 1998 obliges schools to have and publish an enrolment policy that respects the principles of equality and parental choice
	Yes

	Code of behaviour
Section 23, Education (Welfare) Act 2000, and the 2008 National Educational Welfare Board Guidelines set out regulations and good practice for schools to follow in drawing up and implementing a code of behaviour
	Yes

	Anti-bullying policy
Anti-bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-primary Schools, 2013 sets out regulations and good practice for schools to follow in drawing up and implementing an anti-bullying policy
	Yes

	Attendance and participation strategy
Section 22 Education Welfare Act 2000 requires schools to develop a strategy to support high levels of pupil attendance and participation in school life
	Yes

	Health and safety statement
All schools should have a health and safety statement that is regularly reviewed (see Section 20 Health and Safety Act 2005)
	Yes

	Data protection
School procedures relating to gathering, storing and sharing data on pupils should comply with data protection legislation - Data Protection Act 1988

Data Protection (Amendment Act) 2003
	Paused pending advice from school management bodies

	Internet acceptable use policy
Schools should have and implement a policy to instruct pupils on safe and responsible use of the internet. See www.webwise.ie for guidelines
	Yes

	Special education needs policy
Various pieces of equality and education legislation, especially the Education for Persons with Special Education Needs Act (EPSEN) 2004, require schools to be inclusive of pupils with special educational needs and to provide for them appropriately using the resources available
	Yes

	Relationships and sexuality education (RSE) policy
Schools are required to have an RSE policy and to implement it in line with Relationships and Sexuality Education: Policy Guidelines (1997)
	Yes

	Substance use policy
The National Drugs Strategy and Department Guidelines require schools to develop and implement a policy on substance use, in partnership with parents and other agencies
	Yes

	Child protection policy
Circular 0065/2011 sets out requirements (see above for details of policy and implementation)
	Yes

	Parents as partners
Circular 24/91 requests schools to set up a parents’ association, and promotes partnership between home and school
	Yes

	Deployment of special needs assistants
Circular 71/11 allows for SNAs to be deployed flexibly to respond to the needs of the school
	Yes

	Other
	








