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Hello again everyone and I hope you all enjoyed the lovely weather during the holidays.  We’re all enjoying the grounds of the school becoming greener, our gardens have lots of birds and signs of Spring and Summer are merging all around us. 

The children have been out and about on walks and of course our building extension is developing well. Some recent photos of building progress are currently on display in the lobby. By the end of this month the school walls are due to be put in place as they will be constructed off site and put into position by crane. The children have been enjoying the great variety of diggers, dumpers, trucks, and now the massive bright yellow crane movements are of great interest. A selection of photos will be on our website shortly to keep you up to date. 

We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded our 6th Green flag after a lot of hard work by the whole school community. The theme for this flag was Green Homes and I’d like to acknowledge our Green Schools Committee, Molly Mahon, David Hepple, Holly Farrell, Dylan Walsh, Alice Friel and Aubrey Knight and all of you for supporting the school by completing questionnaires on waste, energy, water and travel.  Green Flags for schools are awarded using strict criteria and require a lot of dedicated work which Arlene has championed over the past 12 years. Congratulations Arlene, the committee and well done to all who helped us.

On April 8th we had a talk for parents in 4th, 5th and 6th classes on Internet Safety given by Pat Mc Kenna from Childwatch.ie.  Disappointingly, only about 30 people attended this excellent talk. It was very interesting to see the dangers that are on line via so many screens nowadays and how easily a child can be in danger even in their own home. I would urge you to look at Pat’s website where he has useful tips on internet safety, up to date reports, cyber bullying and a tab on informative material that is well worth a look. As teachers we are now aware of how regularly our pupils are accessing inappropriate material and how the age group is becoming worrying younger all the time. Please be vigilant! 

Our 2nd class will stage the annual Musical on May 29th.This year they are preparing Jack and the Beanstalk. We’ll be in touch with you re: the performance shortly.

Please remember punctuality during the last few weeks, and well done to those who are always here on time!

Best wishes,

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
New Junior Infants Parents’ Information Meeting – Wednesday 28th May @ 8.00pm sharp

Open Day for new Junior Infants – Thursday 12th June from 1.30pm – 2.20pm 

Sports Day –  Friday 16th May (weather permitting)

Grandparents Day - 9th June (details to follow from the Student Representative Group)

SCHOOL TOUR DATES
Jnr.Infs. – 22/5/14 – Larchill Gardens, Kilcock
6th – 23/5/14 – Lilliput Adventure Centre

WOW – Date for your Diary
The National Transport Authority, together with Green Schools (An Taisce) are calling on parents and pupils to Walk On Wednesday 14th May.  This initiative is to encourage 20,000 people to walk to and from school that day. 

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH:

Classroom items – Books donated by Ursula Murphy (past parent) and Barbara Flynn. Lego from Louise Corry.
Helpers/Visitors -  Thanks to the parents who came in to work with the following classes: 1st Class – Neena Magill, Niamh Nolan and Michele Field who assisted in making chocolate Easter nests. Junior Infants – Sinead Keogh, Audrey Phillips and Ben McNamara who helped to plant potatoes. 2nd Class – Lisa Keegan and Lisa Herron who worked with the class to help make 3D shapes during an Art lesson.
Stationery – Envelopes, folders and writing pads from Joanne Smit 
INDIVIDUAL TOWELS

Please remember to change your child’s towel on a regular basis.
HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
At this time of year we always remind parents of our healthy lunch policy. Lollipops are dangerous on the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the sweets on these days if this is the treat they get!
Please remember our policy is one small treat to be eaten after their usual lunch and sweets are not allowed any day of the week. Remember our healthy lunch policy is to instil good eating habits in our pupils at a time when childhood obesity is on the rise
On annual visits from our Dental Health Nurse, the message is repeated that it is very bad for children’s teeth to sip sugary drinks or juices throughout the school day.  With this in mind we urge parents to encourage your child to bring water for their lunch drink.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our annual Egg Hunt for our Junior and Senior Infants (hidden very carefully by 2nd class) took place on Friday 11th April.  This is always a very enjoyable event and everyone is sure to get an egg (or two!).  2nd received ice-cream for a job well done.
HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY

1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety. One small treat is.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

In the interest of health & safety we would like to remind parents and children that cycling, roller-blading, skate-boarding, scooting etc. are not allowed on school grounds at any time.

SPORTS NEWS  

On 10th April some pupils from 6th class took part in the Cumann Na mBunscoil Cross Country competition held in at Hawkfield, Newbridge.  There were great individual performances and effort. Our girls’ team came 3rd overall, our boys 5th overall and Elena O’Toole came 3rd in the individual race.  The pupils were a credit to themselves in their approach to the competition and their behaviour.  
Some pupils from our 4th, 5th and 6th class took part in the FAI 5-a-side soccer competition in Leixlip Amenities Centre on 20th March.  Our girls did very well and progressed to the next stage of the competition, the regional finals held on the 28th March in Kilcullen.  Unfortunately, this is where it ended, but only just, as a richochet ball managed to make its way into our net at the last minute. Our boys played superbly in Leixlip and did they very best  but were unsuccessful on the day.  There were some great displays of individual skills and team support. Overall they were terrific on and off the pitch.
ARTS EVENTS
During our Seachtaine na Gaeilge in March we had our annual Ceili Mor with Rita Doyle.  All the classes were given instruction for a variety of Irish dances.  
We also opened up a Siopa Ghaeilge.  The children earned ‘tokens’ for speaking Irish and were then able to ‘buy’ items from the shop.  Well done to Cathy who organised this.
GREEN NEWS UPDATE

We did it!  We did it! – we have been awarded our Sixth Green Flag.  Well done to the pupils, staff and parents who worked together to achieve this.  
SCIENCE WEEK

Our science week took place between 24th and 28th March, and all the classes carried out a variety of experiments.  We were delighted to welcome some of our parents to come in and talk to the pupils about how science plays a part in their careers. They were Brenda Manning., Joe Walsh and Anthony McAuliffe. Thanks to Arlene who co-ordinated our Science Week for us.

SWIMMING LESSONS

Our Outreach classes will finish their swimming lessons on Tuesday 6th May.   Swimming lessons will commence for Junior Infants on Tuesday 13th May for five lessons.    

CYCLE SAFETY
4th class completed their six cycle safety lessons recently.  The training the children receive includes practice on bike safety, ways to recognize danger on the road and how to react to it safely.  We hope our pupils will be entrusted to use their bikes more and enjoy the habit of exercise.  Don’t forget those helmets!
Thanks to Barbara Connolly of the Cycle Safety School who co-ordinates and teaches the lessons.
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Our new Junior Infant class for September 2014 is full.  This will be the last single infant class we will be taking in, as in September 2015 we will have two sets of Junior Infant classes.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS

Executive Committee members are:

Aisling Gallagher (Chairperson), Louise Corry (Vice Chairperson), Eva Copeland (Secretary), Colette Reddy-Gallagher (Treasurer), Paula Carroll and Michael Costello (Board of Management representatives), John Cradden, Julie Myers, Rahul Patodi, Brendan Ryan and Bogdan Stan.

Fundraising News: 
The Cinema Club was a great success on Sunday 6th April. We had a total of 215 students on the day. After expenses, the amount raised was € 941.72 which is fantastic!  All the volunteers on the day did a fabulous job and we would like to express our sincere thanks for their assistance. They were: Mark Flagler, Carrie and Enda Martin, Julie and Paul Melia, Pamela and Richard Hull, Julie Myers, Maria Alcazar and Michael Swan, Catriona O'Connor, Olga Dickson, Mairead Webster, Tom Finnerty, Ciara Morley, Jude Fleming, Anthony McAuliffe, Emma Friel, Ray Kane, Marian Murphy, Yvonne O'Neill, Pat Kerr and Sinead and Cathal O'Regan. Thanks in particular to the N.K.E.T.S. parents and pupils who kindly supported this event.  Terri O’Brien and Anita Regucka-Kwasnik  (Cinema Club Organisers)


Our School Tour By Niamh Barnes & Saoirse Conlon (3rd)

We went on our school tour just before the Easter holidays. We got a bus to a round tower and went to explore. We had a worksheet to answer questions and we did crayon rubbings of the different stones.

Next we went to Castletown House. At Castletown the girls got to put on dresses with different patterns and learned how to curtsy. The boys wore waistcoats and learned how to bow correctly. We got to pretend that we were servants in the house and we had to wash, dry and iron clothes. After that we had a tour of Castletown House and learned about all of the different interesting people who used to live there. 

After that we went to Lucan playground and had a picnic lunch. We got to play for ages on all of the different equipment. It was so much fun!

Pupils’ Achievements
Our pupils from Outreach to 3rd class recently took part in the Celbridge Tidy Towns Art competition – and the following were winners from our school: Luke Keogh (Outreach), Katie Auden (Jnr. Inf.), Saoirse Flagler (Overall winner – Snr. Infs.), Emma Wallace (1st ), Emily Kelly (2nd) and Sophia O’Toole (3rd). 
We are delighted to announce that Eilis Pluymers and Ella Copeland (both from 4th) entered the Kildare Road Safety Calendar 2014 Art Competition and were winners in their category.  They entries were published in the calendar – some of you may have seen samples of them displayed on the PE Hall window recently. Well done to all our Art competition winners!

Jack Green (4th) is a member of the Barnhall U11 Rugby team and they took part in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Leixlip.  They won best group in the parade. The team have also entered a competition to find the best Irish Haka.  You can see their entry on the computer by searching ‘Lidl an haka Barnhall’.

Paul Clarke and Luca Clancy took part in the 7K Leixlip to Maynooth walk on Sunday 23rd March.  They were entertained at Leixlip Fire Station by the crew there and then had fun in the playground. 

Quite a few of our pupils took part in the Community Games Swmming Competitions held in Athy on 23rd March.  Sean MacCourt (5th) came 1st in the U12 Breaststroke and 2nd in the relay.  He will now go on to the National Finals.  Csenge Janossy (2nd) came 1st in her U10 Breaststroke race and she too will go on to the Nationals. At the Celbridge Community games held on the 5th March, Erin Kyle (1st) won a bronze in the front crawl. 

Ellie Corry was named Best Player of the Week (17th – 21st March) out of all her team-mates in the U8 Celbridge GAA Camogie Team.

Amy Auden and Anna Herron both received a merit awards in their ballet exams recently – well done girls!

Hannah Kearns (6th) is a member of Celbridge Athletic Club and at the Leinsters held on 8th March she came 3rd in the shot-put and then went on to the All-Irelands at the end of March. 

Daniel Herron (4th) auditioned for the Dublin Youth Orchestra, playing the viola, and was successful in getting a place.
Some of our pupils took part in an Indian Cultural Event oganised by the ITWA (Ireland Telugus Welfare Association) which was held in Celbridge GAA on the 5th April.  Parents and children took part in traditions and ate food native to their country.  As part of the celebrations our pupils wore traditional dress and participated in Bollywood dancing and received lovely trophies for their efforts.  They were Sri Rishitha and Ruthvik Chava, Saanvi Cilaveni, Saiaarnavi and Srichaithra Siddam, Manusri and Madhusri Patel.  

Pupils from 5th and 6th classes took part in a Bastketball Blitz held on 11th and 12th March in Athy involving a number of schools in County Kildare.  Competition was tough but for our first outing at a basketball competition, our players did very well. Our girls’ team were Olivia Rowland, Ellie Gallagher, Kirsty Higgins, Amy Trotter, Ella McDonnell, Ashla Copeland, Emma Creighton, Hollie Farrell, Ellen Curran and Eve Wallace (5th Class); Brona Kiely, Molly Mahon, Niamh McInerney, Aoife Murphy and Hannah Kearns (6th Class).  Our boys’ team were Noah Clancy, Jack Geagan-Murray, James McMahon-Carr, Tom McHugh, Ethan Claffey, Dylan Walsh, Aidan Kerr and Liam Kearney (5th Class); David Hepple, Adam Walsh, Dylan Kavanagh, Ryan Magill and Ciaran Purcell (6th Class)
We will be holding our inaugural Bastketball Blitz here on the 7th and 8th May for schools in Celbridge.

The 5th April was tahe day of the Great Ireland Run in the Phoenix Park.  Elena O’Toole (6th) took part in the 2.5k Junior race and did it in a time of 10mins 30 seconds – in the top 20. 
On 10th April our school was represented in the Cumann naMbunscoil Cross Country Competition held at Hawkfield, Newbridge.  We did very well – our girls’ team came 3rd overall.  Once again Elena O’Toole demonstrated her talent in running by coming 3rd in the individual race and our boys’ team came 5th overall.  Our team members were Tasneem Elafi, Davinn Quinn, Isabelle Martin, Lorcan Craven-Grace, Hannah Kearns, Dylan Walsh, Olivia Rowland, Kyran O’Regan, Niamh McInerney, Ferdia Tobin-Larkin, Elena O’Toole and Tom McHugh.
Here are a selection of poems written by some of our pupils from 4th class:


News by Cormac Jean and Maya Harnett (Jnr. Infs.)

Senior Infants learned about Pesach and what we use our eyes for.  
Written and drawn by Lara Doyle

Pesach Seder by Rebecca Webster

The mark of Mark


by Tom Cullen-Tinley





You are like a running film,


When we played Minecraft, you said “Drillem”


We met because of parkour


When I said “Show me more!”





Together we read Balthus Dire


We played the game City Fire


You really want to visit the shire.


When I talk to you I can’t call you a liar.





We used to always climb the trees


Like monkeys in the breeze


We lit the fire to light the drak


You’re my best friend... Mark.








And they love me


by Leah Reddy-Gallagher





My family is nice,


They are caring with a capital C


I love them,


And they love me!





My family is the ocean,


My family is the sea,


I love them,


And they love me!





My family is caring,


My family is a team,


I love them,


And they love me!





My family is the beach,


With a nice, cold breeze


I love them,


And they love me!





Réamhaisnéis na haimsire


Dia dúit, is mise Liam leis on aimsir.





Ar maidin, bhí sé fluich, gcianmhar agus scamallach. Bhí sé naoí geim.





Anois, tá sé fluich, gcianmhar agus scamallach. Tá sé naoí gceim.





Sa tráthnóna beidh sé fluich, gcianmhar and scamallach. Beidh sé deich gceim.





San oíche, beidh sé fuar agus gaofar. Beidh sé sé céim.


Liam Kearney  (5th)





2nd class were working on the subject titled ‘In My Opinion’ during a recent English lesson.  Here are a few samples:-





‘In my opinion, I like the playground because it has lots of swings and slides and fun things to go on.  You can get fresh air. You can get new friends. They are things to go on’.  by Maisy Brady





‘In my opinion, I like playing outside because playing outside is way more better because you get fresh air and lots of exercise and its really fun.  I play tip the can outside and its really fun’. by Jane McHugh





‘In my opinion, I like visiting my uncle’s house. It is fun, it is in France. I go twice a year and I cut the grass with the ride on mower’. by Conor Jean.





Ciaran, my best friend


by Adam Dunne





Ciaran is awesome,


We laugh all day


Sitting on the wall


Wouldn’t have it any other way.





Friendship is like a dog


You don’t want to let it go,


Friendship is like a log


It keeps you up when you’re low.





Ciaran is my best friend,


Hopefully all the way 


Up to the very end


Forever we will stay.








