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Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….   

Every good wish to all members of our school community as 2007 comes to an end.

This term has been very active in many aspects of school life. Our annual book fair took place and €3,070.13 worth of books was sold which now means the school will receive €1,842.87 in commission to spend on our class libraries. Sincere thanks to all our volunteers without whom this event would not be possible. Well done to Blá who organises this event each year.

Music week was packed with activities, a dance and drumming workshop, talent show, junior disco and a variety of performers who kindly volunteered their time and who gave great enjoyment to the children and staff. The participation of parents, grandparents and friends during this week reinforces one of our best features as a school - parental involvement. It also adds to the strong sense of community that so many visitors to our school remark upon. Well done to Pat for coordinating the events.  
The Big Ballot was a big event during November also.  Every child in the school voted as part of a nationwide poll organized by Emily Logan (Ombudsman for Children).  The results of our poll and the nationwide poll was the Right to Family and Care were the most important of Children’s rights.  Thanks to Tom Larkin for organizing this event. 
The issue of school funding has been very much in the headlines these days. The shortfall of government funding to keep in line with the enormous increases in electricity, heating, insurance and now what appear to be the inevitable water charges, increases the pressure on you, our parent body. Whilst no Board of Management is happy with this situation the reality is that schools will continue to depend heavily on the voluntary commitment and dedication of their parents. Thankfully at N.K.E.T.S. we have always been fortunate to have committed and supportive parents who are willing to volunteer to make up this difference and to continue to provide a good standard of resources.  However, the issue of underfunding needs to continue to be highlighted if any real change is to happen.
As a result of an amazing year of fundraising last year we are making some positive changes to our classrooms. We have ordered postura chairs (especially designed to encourage correct posture and healthy backs) which will arrive early in the New Year. Also we are getting some expert advice on the purchase of a computer for each classroom as another resource. Our sensory garden will be planted in early Spring and seating will be purchased to facilitate use of this area by class groups. Thanks in particular to you, our energetic fundraisers who continue to make improvements possible.

In the Multi-denominational Programme our pupils have been celebrating some Festivals of Light- Diwali, Hannukah, Christmas and Winter Solstice. We hope you enjoyed the display of the children’s work in the hall.

On behalf of all the staff I’d like to wish you all a lovely Christmas break and may 2008 be filled with happy times.  See you back @ 8.40.a.m. on Monday January 7th 2008.

Dates for your Diary
· School re-opens after the Christmas break on Monday 7th January 2008
· Swimming lessons for Senior Infants will commence on Thursday 10th January – at last!
· Athletics coaching resumes for 2nd – 6th classes on Thursday 10th January

· Olympic Handball coaching for 5th & 6th classes will resume on Monday 14th January

· Parent-Teacher Meetings – Thursday 31st January and Thursday 7th February (details to follow)
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Thank you all for your generous contributions to our annual Christmas Hamper Appeal.  Your contributions made a total of 25 hampers  – truly a great gift to the needy in our community. A team of community workers (who work with the elderly and needy of the area  will distribute these as they have done for the last 10 years). Thank you to those who contributed and to Trish O’Malley, Linda Scanlon, Dawn Freeman, Lena Lindberg and Orla Kearney  for your excellent packing and wrapping skills. Also thanks to Colortrend for all the boxes over the years. Overall we have donated 177 hampers since 1998. Next year we’ll be aiming to reach 200!
COMPETITION WINNERS

During the past school term the children have entered some competitions at school or home.  One of these competitions is called The Graduate Online Civic Awareness Competition open to primary and second school children.  This competition runs until April 2008 and can be accessed by logging onto www.graduate.ie
David Gahan(4th Class) entered this competition and as you will be aware from a previous notice, he won a Dell Laptop for himself.  Well done David! 
Congratulations also go to Joseph Cullen-Tinley (4th) and Sarah Kelly (6th) who both were prize winners in the Design a Bookmark Competition 2007 held by Kildare County Council Library & Art Service.  
NKETS CALENDAR 2008
Our school 2008 calendar is definitely a keepsake.   All our talented pupils drew self-portraits of themselves and these are wonderfully displayed in the calendar.  Once again we would like to thank Lisa Ryan and Noeleen McDonnell (Cian  2nd class) who gave up their time and talent in publishing it.  Our sponsor for the calendar was Lorcán Claffey of Feltrim Developments (Ethan – Jnr. Inf. and Louise – 2nd class), which is greatly appreciated.  Our fundraising committee sold quite a number of these at the Bag Pack held in Tesco in early December.  Thanks to Sarah Kerr for packing the calendars for distribution through the school bags.

HELPERS

It cannot be stated enough how much all our helpers/volunteers are appreciated.  By having parents in to help, the teachers can draw on a wealth of talent and skills for their classes.  Visitors add excitement to the class and they are always well received.   

MUSIC WEEK 2007
The second week of December saw Music Week come around again. The fun began with Cathy O’Kennedy of the Fluxus Dance Company which is linked to the Riverbank Arts Centre in Newbridge.  Cathy did workshops with all classes in the school hall.  The hall was put to good use again the following day for the Junior and Senior Talent shows.  We had everything from songs, dances and instrumental performances to stand up comedy and impressions!  A consistent feature of Music Week is to have visitors to the classrooms.  This year we had Sean Dunne, Oisin Finegan’s (5th Class) grandfather who brought in some musical instruments he had made himself including a set of uileann pipes.  Lesley Daniesl (Davinn JI , Rian 3rd) arranged for Gearóid Keane to bring in his concertina.  Anna Knight (Reuben 1st, Callum 3rd) got her sister Clare Grehan to come in and play musical games with the children.  Damien Farrell (father of Holly JI, Jessica 1st) came in and brought his guitar with him.  Finally, Jade Casbolt, cousin of Kirsty Higgins (JI) visited the Junior Infants room and played the violin.
Junior and Senior Infants had their traditional disco as did First and Second classes and many classes listened to selected CDs sent in by Paula Carroll (Jean-Louise 3rd, Dylan 4th) and Suzanna Flynn (Robert 6th)  Finally, on Friday, the whole school participated in drum workshops with Eddie O’Neill which rounded the week off with a bang.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make Music Week 2007 another enjoyable experience for the children.   (See Children’s Corner)
Grainne Mahon (Molly SI) has an upright piano available at no charge for anyone who wishes to have it.  Please call her on 087-6251726
GREEN NEWS 

On Friday 11th January, Dara Wyer from Kildare County Council, Environment Section, will visit us to assess our school in order to retain our Green School status.  We are very confident will achieve this.

Don’t forget to hold on to any used aluminium cans, wasted batteries, old mobile phones/chargers and printer cartridges over the holiday and bring them into school for our various recycling banks.  Our mobile recycling bank is given to us by the Vodafone Mobile Phone Recycling Programme.  You may be interested to learn that since the programme commenced in 2002 over 26 tonnes of mobile phone waste (150,000 mobiles) have been saved from landfill (i.e. the weight of about 20 family saloon cars).
Keep an eye on your local newspapers for details of where you can bring your Christmas Trees after the festivities are over for shredding and recycling.
INTEL DONATION

We were delighted to receive the sum of €280 from Intel recently.  The Intel Foundation sponsor various programmes across the nation to support educational initiatives.  One of these programmes is the Volunteer Matching Grant Programme where hours volunteered at schools by Intel employees are matched with cash grants.  We were awarded our cash grant at a presentation held on 6th December at Intel, Leixlip.  
BOOK FAIR

The Book Fair took place from 29th November to 4th December and was very successful.  A total of €3,070.13 was spent and this means that the school will receive €1,842.87 in commission to spend on books for our class libraries!  Thank you to all who supported the fair and especially to those who helped out –  Lindsay Mahon, Meadhbh Conlon, Naomi Clancy, Leona Creighton, Anja Kruger, Helen Neville, Linda Scanlon and son Keith (past pupil), Trish O’Malley and Lena Lindberg.    Without your support, we would not be able to upgrade our school libraries to such a high standard.  

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..
Jigsaws & Games for our Mainstream and Outreach classes – Fiona Costello, Noeleen McDonnell, Ursula Murphy, Lindsay Mahon, Sarah Kerr, Deborah Walsh and Trish O’Malley.
Books – Aine O’Reilly 

Cooking – Thanks to Fiona Costello who came into 1st class to help make gingerbread cookies on 19th December.
SCIENCE NEWS

On Friday 16th November our 5th Class went to Maynooth University to see the Science Show entitled ‘Move It!’  presented to primary school children in the locality.  It was a fast-moving interactive show which explored the forces and energy that are so important to our everyday day lives.
SPECIAL OLYMPICS
In the beginning of November, we sent Special Olympic stamps designed and drawn by 6th Class to Mary Davis from Special Olympics Ireland.  We kindly wrote back to say that the stamps were too good to be left loose, so they were framed and presented to Goretti Newell, who runs their school enrichment programme.   Mary even suggested that they were so good, we should send them in to An Post to get a real one made!   Thanks to Susannah Flynn (Robert 6th) who photocopied (in colour) all the children’s stamp designs.
GIFT TAGS FUNDRAISER
Further to the visit by Debbie and Triona from the Nepal Leprosy Trust on 7th November, 6th Class decided to raise funds for them by selling their handmade Gift Tags.  On the 20th December we presented Debbie with a cheque for €235.00!  6th Class would like to say a big thank you to everyone who bought their gift tags. (See Children’s Corner)
SCHOOL INFECTIONS
We would like to remind parents to let us know if your child becomes ill with a contagious infection e.g. chicken pox, measles etc. It is necessary for us to inform parents of other children in your child’s class to be aware of such an infection, and to avoid it spreading throughout the school.  
PAPER APPEAL
As you can appreciate, we go through a large volume of art work paper annually – both A4 and A3 sizes.  We are appealing to anyone who may have a contact who can donate A4 and A3 size photocopying white or coloured paper or other paper/card to the school, to drop some into the school.    
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

ATHLETICS - Our partnership with the coaches of Celbridge Athletics Club continues in the New Year.  Athletics will resume the first week back to school in January for 2nd – 6th classes.
BOARD ELECTION –  Thanks to all parents who put forward nominations in respect of our recent Board of Management election and to those on our Executive Committee who put their names forward for patron representative on the Board.    As you are aware Eileen O’Mahony and Niall Grace were elected as female and male parent representatives respectively.    Colin Johnson and Michael Costello are our  patron representatives.  Below is a list of the current members of the Board of Management 2007 – 2011
Michael Costello,  Lindsay Mahon, Lorcan Claffey, Rita Galvin, Arlene Higgins, Colin Johnson, Eileen O’Mahony and Niall Grace

We’d like to thank our outgoing members – Eamonn Burke, Maureen Keenan-Barry, Fionnuala Parker and Pat Crowe  for all their hard work and commitment to the school during this Board of Management’s tenure from 2003-2007.  This Board of Management  brought  the school through many new developments since we moved into our new building, including the opening of our Outreach Class for children with Autism.  Enjoy a well deserved rest and it was a pleasure working with you all.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS – The Board of Management would like to thank all parents for your financial support for this year.  The voluntary contributions by means of standing orders give us a guaranteed income and open the door to raising money via the fax refund scheme.  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOTES
Executive Committee Membership

Please remember to return your Membership Form to the school office.  Your membership allows you to have your say and vote at the AGM.

Fund Raising News Update December 2007

Firstly, we would like to extend another special thank you to all who helped in the recent successful Tesco Bag Back were we raised in excess of €2,700!  We would also like to thank all of the fantastic artists, namely our wonderful pupils who helped produce the 2008 NKETS Calendar.  A special thanks to Lisa Ryan and Noleen McDonnell who give so much of their time every year to produce these wonderful calendars, and also to Lorcan Claffey of Feltrim Developments for their very generous sponsorship.   Some calendars are still available!

After Christmas, we will be exploring various fund-raising ideas proposed to date, one being the possibility of an Art Exhibition/Sale of Works.  Currently, we have some fantastic pieces that have already been donated by talented artists, both local and from further afield.  If anyone works or is affiliated with the art world, we are looking for as many pieces as we can get to do a great exhibition and sale.  We are open to anything and it is not confined to painting, we would welcome pieces of sculpture, pottery, arts & crafts, anything original.  As always your help is very much appreciated and welcomed, and we look forward to seeing some new faces and new ideas!  

If you require any information or can offer a helping hand during the year we would love to hear from you.  You can contact Sarah Kerr or Ursula Byrne.

Kindest regards to you and your loved ones and have a happy and peaceful holiday.

The Fund Raising Committee.







Sporting Achievements….





Well done to Shauna Minnock (6th) who was a member of the Under 12 Cross Country Kildare County Team who finished 2nd place at the Leinster Finals on 4th November.  This allowed her to take part in the All Ireland Finals at the end of November in The Curragh.    Congratulations also to Vivian Fleisher (6th) who was a member of the U13 Cross Country Kildare County Team.  They finished 3rd – but they qualified for the All Ireland finals too!  Well done girls.





This week was music week.  My Granddad came to the school to play the uilleann pipes.  He is very good at them and taught us about all different flutes and how old they were and where they came from.  And I played my clarinet for a bit and he let us play the uilleann pipes and the didgeridoo.  So that was music week.


		by Oisin Finegan (5th)





Nepal Leprosy Trust


by Louise Crowe, Merissa Cullen Leanne Healy and Lisa Keenan (6th)





Two women, Debbie and Triona came into 6th class on the 7th November.  They work with the Nepal Leprosy Trust and they talked to us about leprosy in Nepal.  Leprosy is a disease that affects your nerves, it wraps itself around the cells. Nobody in Ireland can get this disease.  You catch leprosy though the air.  Leprosy can be easily cured, the medications for this disease are only €3 a week.  Some people in Nepal believe that leprosy is a curse from God and there is a lot of stigma attached to this disease.  





After Debbie and Triona left, we decided to fundraise some money for the organization.  After a long discussion we decided to make gift tags in aid of the Nepal Leprosy Trust.  These were on sale during the book fair in the school.  This went very well, we sold over 1,000 gift tags and raised €235.00!  This money will be given to Triona who will directly give the money to the Stigma Elimination Programme.  They provide services, diagnosis and treatment, prevention of disability, footwear and orthotics, eye and wound care, physiotherapy, counseling and training in self care.





6th class would like to thank all those who bought gift tags and supported our fundraiser.





4th Class Project


by Conor Murphy and Jessica O’Loughlin





We had to reflect on our memories of our past.  We had five weeks to do our project.  We had to write about our past.  It took a lot of time.  It was fun but hard.  We could decorate it if we wanted to.  We put our pictures in.  We had to put in a book form.  It was good because we looked at pictures of when we were younger.  Our parents came in to see our projects.














The BIG Ballot  by Lucy Doyle (5th)


On November 13th our school (NKETS) voted in the big ballot.  What is it you may ask?  Well it’s a nationwide poll to hear what children and young people under the age of 18 have to say.  It was organized by the ombudsman for children, Emily Logan.  The issues that we worked on partly came from the UN Convention for the Rights of the Child.  Some of those issues were the right to be heard, education, play and family and care.  Everyone in the school got a vote.  You were only allowed to tick one box but some people ticked two boxes so they spoiled their vote.  I thought the big ballot was a good idea because in the government elections children are not allowed to vote.  When we were doing the lessons we watched a DVD about it so that made it fun.  The winning vote was Family & Care.  That is what I voted for over all!  I really enjoyed the big ballot.  It was a very good experience.





The Talent Show





On the 11th of December 1st Class, 2nd Class and 3rd Class did a talent show.  We did things like dancing, singing, played instruments, people said poems and did lots of other things.  Everyone really liked it.


		         by Cian Murphy (3rd)








For music week, my Mom, Leslie came in with her friend Gearóid who played the concertina for us.  We all loved it.


			By Rian Quinn (3rd)





Great Truths that children and adults have learned!





Wrinkles don’t hurt


Laughing is good exercise.  It’s like jogging on the inside.


Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional.


You can’t trust dogs to watch your food


When you Mom is mad at your Dad, don’t let her brush your hair


Middle age is when you choose the cereal for the fibre, not the toy


Time is a great healer, but it’s a lousy beautician.





www.nkets.ie








