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Notes from the Principal’s Desk …    
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2015 which covers the months of January and February. 
 
Over the past few weeks we have been offering places for our two new Junior Infant classes a historic event in the history 
of the school. The classes are now full although we usually get some cancellations, so we’ll be offering any vacancies to 
those on our wait list. This year when we offered places we held open days for new parents and these were facilitated by 
our Student Representative Group members who gave guided tours of the building and impressive information about the 
school. We had very positive comments about our students who were capable and confident and great representatives on 
those days. Well done S.R.G.! 
 
At the end of January our 4th and 5th classes performed in the Peace Prom concert in the RDS among 1000 pupils and the 
Cross Border Orchestra. This was a very enjoyable event and is supported  by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.It was our first time participating in this event and I’d like to thank Fiona Cooney, Barry and Niall for all their work. 
 
Science week was the great week it always is and thanks to all the parents who came in to visit. This year for the first time 
we had Ray Kane (Tara’s Dad) who came and spoke to the pupils about forensics and showed them a Garda forensics van 
that is used at crime scenes. The pupils were fascinated and asked some very interesting questions. Thanks and well done 
to Arlene for co-ordinating the week. 
 
As you all know it is our 20th anniversary this year and we have a number of events planned. On March 26th we have a 
reunion of past and current Executive and Board of Management members, and past and current staff members in the 
school to mark the occasion. Many of these have never seen our current building and of course the school extension as 
they were involved in the early days of portacabins. Also on April 17th in Celbridge Manor we are holding a past pupils 
reunion of all those who graduated from 1997-2009. (over 18).This should be an interesting evening as our oldest 
graduates are now 28/29.In June we plan to hold a Funday for our younger past pupils and current pupils. We are also 
planting 20 trees in the school grounds with the help of some volunteers from Hewlitt Packard. Our official opening of the 
extension will take place on May 7th so a very busy few months ahead!                                                                                                      
 
At the A.G.M of the Executive a very historic decision was taken to move our Patronage to Educate Together. Over the past 
20 years elected members have been dedicated in fulfilling this role and along with the various Boards have contributed 
hugely to the success of our school. I’d like to thank all our volunteers and in particular this Executive for their hard work 
researching the move. We look forward to this new era and plan to set up a Parent Teacher Association in the months 
ahead. 
 
Le gach dea ghui, 
 
 
 
Rita 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

- Swimming sessions for our Outreach Classes commence Tuesday 24th March for 5 sessions. 
- During Seachtaine na Gaeilge there will be a Ceili (school hours) on Thursday 12th March for all classes. (runners 

needed on the day) 
- School closed on Monday 16th March  AND Tuesday 17th March (St. Patrick’s Day) 
- School closes 11.30am on Friday 27th March until Friday 10th April inclusive (Easter Break) 

 

TOUR DATES 
Outreach Classes  (date to be arranged) to Base, Celbridge 
Junior Infants Wednesday 27th May to Larchill Gardens 
Senior Infants Friday 24th April to Dublin Zoo 
1st Class  Tuesday 21st April to Imaginosity, Sandyford 
2nd Class  Monday 20th April to Lullymore Heritage & Discovery Park 
3rd Class  Thursday 23rd April – Local tour to include guided tour of Castletown House 
4th Class  Tuesday 21st April to Newgrange 
5th Class  Wednesday 22nd April to Ombudsman for Children’s Office for a workshop and 
Collins Barracks 
6th Class  Thursday 28th May to Lilliput Adventure Centre, Mullingar 



 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION RE 
PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS 
Thank you to all parents who attended 
their parent-teacher meetings on the 6th 
and 12th February.  Please note that we 
have parent-teacher meetings in late 
January/early February every year and 
we usually give advance notice of the 
two dates in our October and 
December newsletters.  We give 
approximately 10 days notice of 
appointment dates and times for each 
family. Separate parent-teacher 
meetings are also available to 
separated parents. 
 
TEXT-ALERT MOBILE NUMBERS 
Text-alerts are sent to parents from the 
school, as and when necessary.  The 
system will only work to it’s full potential 
if the mobile numbers of parents on 
record are up-to-date.  If you have 
changed your mobile number recently, 
please inform the school office as soon 
as possible. 
 
SCHOOL BAG POST  
We would appreciate it if parents 
could please check their child’s 
schoobag daily for any notes sent 
home.  We have noticed that some 
children do not remember to hand them 
up on time and therefore, parents are 
not receiving prompt notification of 
events closures etc. 
 
SIGN-OUT/RETURN SIGN-IN BOOK 
Please remember that when signing 
your child(ren) out, to do so under their 
individual class list in the Sign Out 
Book.  Don’t forget – if your child(ren) 
returns to school, to sign them back in. 
This is for the Health and Safety of your 
child. 
 
INDIVIDUAL TOWELS 
Please remember to change your 
child’s towel regularly to help eliminate 
the spread of infections in the school. 
 
CREDIT UNION QUIZ 
On Sunday 1st February N.K.E.T.S.N. 
entered the annual Credit Union Quiz 
with two teams made up of pupils from 
4th , 5th and 6th .  We are delighted to 
say that our teams did extremely well. 
Our category A team came 1st  and 
took part in the Chapter Round on 
Sunday 1st March In Kilnamanagh 
Community Centre, Tallaght. Our 
category B team were tied first but lost 
out in the tie break. Our  team 
members were Akshat Patodi, Eilis 
Pluymers, Alice Friel, Grace 

Gallagher, Liam Kearney, Hollie 
Farrell, Emma Creighton and Ellie 
Gallagher .  Thank you for representing 
the school so well.  
 
VISITORS 
January 16th  was another funfilled day 
at N.K.E.T.S with the arrival of Niall de 
Burca, storyteller extraordinaire!  Niall 
has the great ability of engaging with 
each child through his unique method 
of storytelling.    
 
EXTRA RESOURCES 
In October, Maria Alcazar, parent of 
Sophia in Senior Infants, helped us to 
apply for a grant from SAP Foundation 
Ireland’s Social Responsibility 
Programme.  This year we were able to 
apply for Numicon maths resource 
materials.  The Numicon approach 
combines sight, touch and language to 
develop concepts of number which lay 
the foundation for future maths 
success.  It was developed in the UK 
over the last two decades and has a 
proven track record of success for all 
children including children with special 
needs.  
 
Thanks to SAP Foundation Ireland, we 
have purchased Numicon to the value 
of €6,708 
 
I would like to thank Maria and SAP 
Foundation Ireland for their generosity 
to us, yet again.  We look forward to 
using this valuable maths resource 
material with the children. 
 
 SRG 
The elections of the second Student 
Representative Group for 2014/2015 
took place at the end of this month.  
This group’s tenure is until the end of 
June. 
Sincere thanks to our outgoing SRG 
who recently organised a very 
successful event, Crazy Hair Day, 
which raised €417 for yard benches 
and worked hard since September. 
 
The management of the meetings went 
very well with this group as they 
learned quickly about agendas, minutes 
and decision making.  We look forward 
to some interesting pre-election 
speeches and working with the new 
SRG until the end of this school year.  
 
SCIENCE WEEK 
We had Science Week from 19th  to 
23rd  January.  This year the children 
investigated a number of areas of the 

curriculum with particular interest on 
Energy and Forces.  They looked at 
string telephones, electricity, dancing 
raisings, spiral snakes, healthy lungs 
and rocket launching.    
 
Many thanks to all our visitors during 
Science Week – Ray Quinn 
(Paramedic), Denise Rooney (Scientist) 
and Ray Kane (Forensic Garda).  Ray 
very kindly brought the Forensic Van 
used for his work. 
 
5th Class went to Intel on 11th February 
to see ‘A Rough Guide to Engineering’ 
for Engineer’s Week . 
 
GREEN NEWS 
We participated in the Big Travel 
Challenge to encourage more people to 
cycle.  We do on the Golden Boot on 
Wednesday  to see which class had the 
most children travelling to school by 
bike, walking or cycling.  On Thursdays 
we count how many have cycled to 
school.   Top 10 in Kildare for recycling 
batteries and on the 2nd March we were 
presented with a Sports Pack as a 
thank you from WEEE Recycling.   
 
Just to let you know that we received 
our replacement Clothes Recycling 
Bank this week and this is situated 
beside the main gate.  We have placed 
a few more battery recycling boxes 
(blue) around the school, so don’t 
forget to bring in any old batteries from 
home.  
 
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH 
Books – Deborah Walsh 
Miscellaneous: Starry Night backdrops 
from Maria Moloney 
Games/Jigsaws/Activities – Jigsaws 
for our Outreach classes from Sharon 
Barnes and Eva Copeland  
Garden Equipment – Thanks to 
Dermot Ringwood who donated a yard 
brush, shovel and gardening gloves to 
the school.  
Helpers – Thanks to the following: Past 
pupils Elena O’Toole and Molly Mahon 
together with Molly’s mum, Grainne 
who came in on Pancake Tuesday (17th 
February) and made pancakes for our 
Junior Infants, who then spread 
delicious toppings on them. The smell 
in the building was fantastic! 
 
.  
  
 
 

 



BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING – The official opening of our school extension will take place on Thursday 7th May by Minister for Education, Jan O’Sullivan   
 
JUNIOR INFANTS 2015 - Our two Junior Infant classes for 2015 are full.  Please remind your family and friends to enrol any newborn sibling 
within a week of being born.  As you are aware, enrolments are accepted on a first come first served basis and siblings do not get first 
preference in the enrolment process.  Our 2019 list is growing. 
 
GRADUATION 2015: We’d like to remind our 6th class parents that our Graduation Ceremony takes place on Monday 29th June 2015 @ 
8.00pm.  
 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

• Cinema Club raised €1,030 – thanks so much to Terri and Anita and all their helpers. 
• 80s night on Friday 20th March in Celbridge Manor Hotel – tickets €8.00 each or 2 for €15.  On sale now. 
• Our ‘Let’s Cook Together’ cookbook has sold just over 600 books and has generated over €4000 in profit for the school! This is a 

fantastic result! Huge thanks to Nikki Curran, Christine Farrell, Orlaith MacCourt, Louise Corry, Neena Magill, Arlene Higgins, Audrrey 
Beatty, Joanne Smit, Eva Copeland, Jean Auden, Julie Trotter, Leona Creighton, Marie Moloney, Michele Field, Niamh Nolan, Sharon  
Barnes, Sinead Keogh, Michael Swan, Sonya Brett, Sweta Jain, Vicky Lyons and Sonya Harnett.   Copies of the cookbook are still 
available through the school should you wish to purchase it and will also be on sale in The Orchard with proceeds going directly to the 
school.  Watch out for our Recipe Corner coming very soon, whereby all of the recipes that did not make it into the book will be printed 
and available for students to look at and/or take home.   

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS 

 
A separate notice will be distributed to parents, following the AGM held on Thursday 26th February. 

Written and drawn  
by Armanda Buckute (3rd) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Class have been learning about Spring.  
 Leo Webster found these Springflowers – Daffodils! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Trip to the Dail by Noah Clancy (6th) 
Today we went to the Dail to meet Emmett Stagg, who is the current chief whip for the government. He had come into our class earlier in the year 
and we had talked to him about water charges. He was waiting for us when we arrived at the Dail. 
When we arrived, Emmett Stagg asked us did we have any questions and a few people asked some. Then a guide came in and Emmett told us he 
would see us later in the Bar! The guide brought us to a room to store our bags and coats and then we went upstairs to a viewing gallery where we 
could see the Dail chamber in action. We sat there for a half an hour and watched a lively debate between the politicians.  
After the viewing gallery, another tour guide, John, gave us a tour of Leinster House. There were lots of paintings of politicians throughout Irish 
history. As we were walking along, a strange alarm started wailing. We were told that it was an alert that another meeting was starting and we 
should be quiet. The tour went on for a little longer and we got brought into the Seanad room, which was very decorative.  
Then we went to the bar and had a drink and a biscuit with Mr Stagg and Bernard Durkan. That’s my take on our day at the Dail. 
 
Caitlin Floody (6th) 
Earlier in the year we learned about South America. 
Here are some facts that I learned; 

• I learned that the Amazon River flows through a lot of South America. 
• There are over 1000 different species of birds in South America. 
• South America is the 4th largest continent 
• The driest place on earth is the Atacama Desert 

Childline Cross Country  
 

On Wednesday 28th January, some of our boys and 
girls from 4th, 5th and 6th classes took part in the 
Childline Cross Country competition held in the 
grounds of Celbridge Athletic Club.   Despite the very 
cold weather that day, our 4th class boys came 2nd, 4th 
class girls came 3rd and our 5th/6th class mixed group 
came in 4th place.  All proceeds from this cross country 
competition went to the Childline Emergency Appeal.  
 

2nd class worked on ‘Visual Poems’ recently.  Here is 
Owen Kelly’s poem and picture. 
 

Old Trafford 
 
Look, can you see Rooney scoring? 
Look, can you see the fans roaring? 
Look, can you see Liverpool losing? 
Look, can you see the scout choosing? 
 

As part of their Learn Together curriculum, 2nd class looked at 
Buddhism.  Here is what Oscar Hourihane has written and drawn. 
 

Buddhism 
 
Buddha taught his followers not to be ignorant or hate others or get 
angry.  Buddha is seen as a teacher and not a God.  He is shown 
as chubby because this symbol means is happiness in the East. 

Here are some capital cities; 
Argentina= Buenos Aires 
Bolivia= Sucre 
Chile= Santiago 
Uruguay=Montevideo 
Colombia=Bogota 
 

AN AIMSIR  Niamh Gildea (4th) 
Ar maidin bhí sé ag cur sneachta agus gaofar. 
Bhí sioc ar an talamh. 
Bhí sé fuar freisin. 
 
Anois tá sé séimh agus tirim. 
Tá sé gaofar agus grianmhar freisin. 
 



 
Pupils’ Achievements 
 
As you may be aware from previous newsletters, some of our pupils are members of the Excel Gymnastics Club in Celbridge.  During recent 
competitions they have won quite a number of medals between them.  On Saturday 7th February in Dublin City University Amy Auden (3rd) won 
gold, silver and bronze, Niamh Barnes (4th) who silver and gold, Emily Kelly (3rd) won silver and gold and Hannah Foley-Wollmer (3rd) won gold and 
bronze.  On Sunday 22nd February Sean Auden (6th) took part in a gymnastics competition in Limerick and came away with a regional gold medal, 
national gold medal and a team silver medal. Luca Clancy (2nd) was also in Limerick and came away with two silver medals in the regional and 
national competitions. 
Leo Nolan (Jnr Infs) and Andrew Green (2nd) are both members of Barnhall Rugby Club.  They each received Player of the Week in their 
respective age groups recently.   
Over a period of three weeks, the Celbridge Lawn Tennis Club rang the ‘Australian Open’ and both Niamh Barnes (4th) and Jane McAuliffe (4th) 
came away with medals. Niamh won gold and Jane came 4th.  
The Celbridge Community Games Art Competition took place on 8th February.  Rishitha Chava (3rd) came 1st in the U10s and Akshat Patodi (5th) 
1st in the U12s.  Both will now go on to the county finals. 
On 24th January, pupils who are members of Celbridge Athletic Club took part in competitions held in the Athlone Indoor Arena.  Rhea Donnelly 
(4th) came 2nd in the Race Walking, Nina Martin (4th) came 1st and Rhea, Nina and Sophia (all in 4th) came joint 3rd in the team event.  Rhea also 
came 3rd in the shot putt in her age group.  The club also handed out their annual awards and here is a list of the children who attend NKETNS, 
that received medals and/or certificates: Ben Higgins (5th) track & field winner U8-U10, Erin Kyle (2nd)  cross country winner U8-U10; Kirsty Higgins 
(6th)  most improved athlete U13-U14; Olivia Rowland (6th)  most dedicated U13-U14; Ella Copeland (5th) cross country winner U11-U12; Ellie 
Gallagher (6th) best newcomer U13-U14; Lydia Fleischer (Snr. Inf.) most dedicated U5-U7; Ashla Copeland (6th) most dedicated U13-14; Taylor 
Beatty, Niamh Barnes and Nina Martin (all in 4th) were awarded best at turning up, being on time and taking part in training.  
Celbridge Athletics Club have a Little Athletics Group and some of our younger pupils are members.  Dylan Barnes (Jnr. Inf.) received a medal and 
ceretificate for most promising newcomer in the Group; Kate Connolly (1st)  won the 2014 overall award for her medal winning performances at the 
Carlow Indoor Championships and the County Kildare Track & Field League and Adam Creighton (1st) received a similar award for his excellent 
performances at the County Kildare Track and Field League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During SESE 4th class looked at “The First Farmers”.  Here is what Alex Droomgoole (4th) has written about them. 
 
In 9000BC people found out if you store seeds in the ground it will turn into crops.  In China, Mexico and Peru they learned how to grow rice 
and maize and loads of other crops.  If people hadn’t learned how to tame animals they would have to keep moving houses and they could live 
in one place, and could have different types of foods. 
 
The first homes were quite close together.  They had mud walls and a flat floor.   
 
Some people of the new stone age built stones in a way where the sun shines on them. 

WORK by Jamie Norris (3rd) 
 
Today we learned about the environment and how not to waste oil.  You should buy Irish foods.  We also learned how if something is coming 
from a different country it uses oil, which we need to get petrol to drive cars, and planes and even heat.  That’s why we have to save the oil or 
else there will be a problem. 

Junior Infants drew beautiful Spring pictures to celebrate the beginning of Spring.  
 Here are two drawn by Zak Corcoran (left) and Sarah Horgan (right) 


