 Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


It seems strange to think summer is only starting after we’ve all been enjoying our glorious weather in our spacious grounds over the past few weeks.
As always this term is very hectic with activity. School tours, swimming arts events, New Junior Infant Parents’ evening, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Fun Day, Staff –v- Pupils match for charity, and finally Graduation!
This year we maintained our exceptional record in the Cumann na mBunscoil Athletics events in Santry against forty schools, winning two trophies for 1st place for the Under 11 Girls and Under 13 Boys relays, 4 gold medals for boys and girls’ sprint races, 2 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze for boys and girls’ hurdle races, 2 gold in the boys and girls’ high jump, silver in the boys’ long jump, and 2 bronze in the U12 boys’ relay and U11 girls 500m races.  The benefit of our coaches, Mary, Ciara, school staff and the fantastic facilities next door really do make a difference.  (See Children’s Corner)
Also this term we were awarded our Third Science Excellence Award and this time the award incorporates Maths. In May, we raised our fourth Green Flag thanks to the hard work of our pupils on the Committee ably led by Arlene.

Since Easter we also spent our I.T. grant from the Department on installing overhead projectors and purchasing lap tops for second class upwards. These add a new dimension to lesson presentation for the staff and pupils .We look forward to further developments with the funding we’re promised in the future.
We said farewell to our 6th class ’09-’10 on Monday night.  This is the last class that spent time in our old portacabins.  Those facilities will be a distant memory for many, although I think for staff, those days are not easily forgotten!
I hope you all have a restful and fun-filled summer and look forward to seeing you all at 8.40 a.m. on Wednesday 1st September.  Keep safe and well.
Condolences
I’d like to express our sincere and heartfelt sympathy to Niamh, Jessica and Sorcha on the death of David O’Loughlin, husband and devoted father to the girls, after a long illness.  The thoughts of the whole school community are with them at this very difficult time.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Wednesday 1st   September at 8.40am. 
New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Wed. 1st Sept. to 10th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school hours from Mon. 13th  Sept. 
Athletics coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2010/2011) starts on Thursday 16th September and runs until November. It will start again in Spring 2011 running to May.
We can confirm that the following after- school classes will take place in the new school year (details to follow):

Mondays: Speech & Drama with Sarah Barragy.    
Thursdays: Art classes with Artzone.

Fridays: Stretch n’ Grow with Kate.

6th GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our eighth graduation in our new school building and it took place on Monday 28th June.  
Michael Costello thanked 6th class and their parents for their input to the school over the years.  He represented the Board of Management and the Executive Committee.  Paul Rowe, Chief Executive Officer of Educate Together joined us on the night and also spoke to 6th class to wish them well in the future. 
This year’s Graduation Theme was ‘Have a long neck, not a long face’.  In keeping with this theme Dylan O’Flynn and Hannah Lyons did a wonderful job designing this year’s Graduation Programme cover (see children’s corner)  
Each year the graduates work on a project which is retained by the school as a memento of their time with us.  This year’s graduates have given us one large ‘Giraffe’ mosaic – and also created 28 individually designed pieces for each graduate to keep.
6th Class would like to thank all those who helped them with their project – especially Pete Butler Rees who showed them how to lay the mosaic tiles and grout them, Ger O’Brien (Lorraine’s father) who cut out 28 individual pieces of wood and our large centrepiece. Thanks also to the parents who gave in tiles for the project and those who called in on Monday afternoons to assist 6th class in laying the tiles and grouting.  
We also said farewell to the 11 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Tuesday 29th June @ 10am they made an emotional exit  from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
SPORTS DAY 

Our Sports Day took place on Wednesday 16th June.  The weather was more than ideal for the fun to proceed!  The children had a great day taking part in the variety of activities organised throughout the school.   Our barbecue was well organised with the help of our Burger Vouchers, designed by our Student Representative Group last year. This ensured that everyone lined up, handed up their voucher and got a burger.  Thanks also to very capable volunteers, Sarah Kerr, Orla Kearney, Lucy Cronin, Valerie Craven-Grace and Niall Grace who greatly assisted with the smooth running of the BBQ.  Valerie and Niall also took on the additional task on our behalf by buying the drinks, ketchup, burger baps and burgers! Thanks to Cathy O’Brien who organised all the activities and timetabled the events of the whole day. 
DOWN SYNDROME FUNDRAISER
We had our own World Cup fever here on Friday 25th June, when we had our staff –v- pupils match!  You could cut the tension in the school with a knife last Friday – and that was only the staff!  Junior Infants screamed support by shouting Orlaith! Orlaith!  The sideline was buzzing with excitement and tension as the teams displayed awesome skill (and some not awesome skill!). However, the winners of the day were Down Dyndrome Ireland as we raised the sum of €380.00. There were no losers, as everyone ate an ice-cream wafer – Yummy!
ARTS EVENT
We were delighted to welcome Niall de Burca once again to the school, on Monday 21st June.  As always, Niall’s style of storytelling was very entertaining for all the children and staff. As most of you will be aware he is a regular visitor and is eagerly awaited by the children.  We are delighted to say that Niall will be back with us in the new school year. 
Another visitor to the school was Gillian Saunders from the Dogs Trust.  Gillian brought Coco, a corgi/terrier cross dog, with her and they visited Junior Infants, 5th and 6th Classes.  She spoke to them about animal welfare and protection and she also explained the important work being done by the Dogs Trust. 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP
On Monday 14th June our S.R.G. began the task of selling raffle tickets for their wonderful ‘Summer Hamper’ filled with summer delights!  The money they raise will go towards future projects.   The draw took place on Friday 25th June – the winner being was Ciara Saunders (3rd Class)
GREEN NEWS
On the 25th May we held a ceremony to raise our much coveted fourth ‘Green Flag’ at the entrance to our school.  We are very proud to be a green school.  It is with the continued support and help from our pupils, staff and parents that allow us to, year on year, keep flying the Green Flag! (If you missed our newspaper article recently, you can see it at the back of this newsletter).
Our Green School Committee for 2009/2010 were Hannah McHugh, Conor Murphy (4th), Eimear Delaney, Jay Downing, Laura O’Shea, Tom Crowe, Linda Kruger, Conor Kearney, Maeve Connell and Conor Murphy (6th).  Special thanks and farewell to our 6th class Green Flag Committee members – Linda Kruger, Conor Kearney., Maeve Connell and Conor Murphy.  Thank you for your input.

From September 2010 any recycled mobile phones will be given to the Meningitis Research Foundation.  They in turn will support us by providing equipment or vouchers for our school.  For example; 20 mobile phones equals a €50 voucher towards art supplies, sports gear, and so on, depending on how many collect.  So any mobile phone you can recycle will greatly benefit the school. Make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.  This also applies for any printer cartridges that you may wish to dispose of during the summer – remember, we have a Cartridge Recycling Bank too!  These cartridges are given to the Jack & Jill Foundation.
Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
If you have a clearout of your wardrobes during the summer, please hold onto your discarded shoes and clothes for our Clothes Recycling Bank.  
HAND TOWELS
As you aware we introduced the individual hand towel initiative in September last year. Please make sure that your child brings a small face-cloth or small towel with them each day to school, for the purpose of drying his/her hands during the day.  These can be placed in a small plastic re-sealable bag or placed in one of your child’s side-pockets in their schoolbag. We would ask parents to ensure that this face-cloth/towel is replaced on a very regular basis.  By doing this, we will ensure that infections do not spread throughout a class, we are a Green School and initiatives of this nature will ensure we keep that status. Finally, it will eliminate the cost involved in hiring the roller towel holders and having the towels cleaned by a contractor.  

SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner). We won two magnificent trophies and 35 medals against stiff opposition from over 40 schools in the Dublin area! Over 50 of our pupils attended the competitions held over two days. On 11th June we all assembled in our school hall to celebrate and congratulate our athletes on their wonderful achievements in Santry.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.   
Thanks to Mary and Ciara Kearns and all the staff for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
EDUCATE TOGETHER SECOND-LEVEL
You will recall that we copied an email to parents, received from the Educate Together Head Office, asking parents to send a short email to either the Minister for Education & Skills (Mary Coughlan) or local TDs to show their support for a second-level school in Lucan. Minister Coughlan met with Lucan TDs on 2nd June to discuss this topic.   The meeting was very positive and it was evident that there is huge demand and support for a second-level school in Lucan.  Minister Coughlan did state that no decision will be made regarding patronage until she has met with Educate Together.  No rapid response is expected, and therefore, it could be some months before we hear any more on the topic. We will keep you updated.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:
Books, Games and DVDs – Anja Kruger, Eileen O’Mahony, Aisling who gave us Hoola-hoops for the yard (a friend of a past pupil Aifric Butler-Rees)  and Ben Higgins.

Gardening – Helena McMahon, Lena Lindberg, Ana Camara and Paula Leenane.
Working with Classes: You may have noticed the wonderful ‘swim’ artwork on display on the windows of our P.E. hall.  Orlaith would like to thank Naomi Clancy, Christine Farrell and Paula Martin who worked with Junior Infants to produce these beautiful pictures on the theme of swimming.  Junior Infants recently completed their swimming lessons in Clondalkin Swimming Pool.  

Thanks to Lisa Herron, Eva Copeland, Sweta Patodi and Sinead Pluymers who worked with Senior Infants on 7th May to create ‘stick puppets’. Brian O’Driscoll, a friend of Lorraine O’Brien (6th class teacher) came into the school recently to teach 2nd and 6th classes some hurling/camogie skills.  
Thanks to Jennifer Dromgoole and Christine Farrell who gave a short sign language lesson to 6th class on 19th May

Cookery – Paula Carroll and Bernie Murphy who assisted 5th class on 14th May in baking chocolate cake.  
Ana Camara made a beautiful potatoe salad with the potatoes harvested from the Junior and Senior Infant gardens.  Ana also made some other samples of salads.The children were able to sample these – and the staff did too. Delicious!

Yoga – Anja Kruger who did some simple yoga exercises with our children in our Outreach Classes on Thursday 24th June
Deirdre (2nd Class Teacher) would like to thank those parents who came into her class to have maths activity sessions with the children. Parents who volunteered were Niall Grace, Sharon Curran, Lucy Cronin, Fiona McHenry, Eileen O’Mahony, Donagh McInerney, Marge Young, Alan Purcell, Paul Barnes, Anne-Marie Purcell and Louise Fallon.
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours in May and June.  We hope you had fun!
CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.  In particular, if you have changed mobile number, inform Adrienne if you wish it to be used in our  Text-a-Parent communication system.
GARDEN – 24TH JUNE

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Fiona, Diarmuid and Isibeal Costello, Helena McMahon, Orla Kearney, Lue O’Shea, Audrey Beatty, Christine Farrell, Fiona and Erin Kyle, Ana Camara, Julie Lyons and Christine Farrell who very kindly answered our call for volunteers for our Garden Tidy Appeal sent out by Lena Lindberg and Helena McMahon.  These volunteers worked very hard in tidying our class gardens, and in particular, our 6th class garden.  Thank you so much for your time.
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On June 3rd we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 17 girls and 12 boys in the class – 10 of which are siblings.  On Thursday 10th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Deirdre, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
ANIMAL CRACKERS!

Our Junior and Senior Infants decided to get in on the ‘act’ so to speak on the day before 2nd class gave a wonderful display of acting and singing skills in their performance of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, by bringing in their teddy bears for a ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’.  With teddies in hand, our Junior and Senior infants went out to our Sensory Garden to have their picnic together under wonderful balmy weather.   

PLAYGROUND

Thanks to the parents who answered our call to come and demonstrate schoolyard games to some of our classes, on Friday 11th June.  Many children in school these days, are not aware of the schoolyard games their parents would have played when they were young. Demonstrations like this, allow us to pass on to the next generation the knowledge and love of active and fun schoolyard games that everyone can play, regardless of their ability and fitness.  Our parents were Sinead Pluymers, Fintan Monaghan, Paula Leenane, Sarah Kerr, Eileen O’Mahony, Katie Ridge and Naomi Clancy.  Thanks to Lorraine Dunne (Learning Support Teacher) for organizing this ‘workshop’.

SCIENCE EXCELLENCE AWARD

Following the success of last year, we once again took part in the Discover Science Awards of Excellence.  This involved class work, visitors coming to the school to speak about how science is involved in their work, projects and displays.  Caroline Mooney, Project Manager from Discover Primary Science said in her Congratulatory letter to us that ‘all the team were very excited to receive your Discover Log, and were very impressed with all the effort by both teachers and students.’ – a testimony to the trojan work required and carried out by our teachers and pupils.  The plague is on display in the Reception area.
JOLLY JUNIORS!
On Wednesday 23rd June our Junior Infants showed us that they have beautiful singing voices and are well capable of performing on stage!  They sang the Jolly Phonics rhymes and actions they have learned throughout the year, and added in some extra nursery rhymes for good measure.  After performing in front of the entire school that morning, they were rearing to go to perform for their parents later in the day.  Well done Junior Infants!

2nd CLASS MUSICAL
On the 20th May, 2nd class pupils delighted their parents and relatives by putting on a performance of Roald Dahl’s version of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ for them.  The acting and singing was wonderful, and we know that the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Deirdre

would like to extend her thanks to Linda, Sheila and Betty (Special Needs Assistants), Noel and Anne  for their assistance with various aspects of the performance, such as costume making, rehearsals, changing the backing display, erecting the stage, laying out the chairs and arranging the backing music.  We would also like to thank the parents who helped the children prepare for the night.   Well done to Deirdre for putting on this production.  

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS
LorraineO Brien: The Board of Management would like to thank Lorraine for all her work and wish her the very best in her career. Lorraine has taught 4th and 6th classes during her time with us. 
SWIMMING  -  Our swimming sessions will resume in January 2011. It has been necessary to reduce the amount of sessions for Senior Infants and 1st Class to six weeks, due to financial constraints on the Board of Management.  Swimming has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of Social Welfare payments or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions,  which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.  Whilst we appreciate that this notification is quite early, we are aware that parents like to know when their children are attending swimming lessons in advance.
The programme for the school year 2010/2011 will be as follows:
January - March 2011
 
Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)
Thursdays 
6 weeks

March - May 2011


1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays
6 weeks

May – June 2011


Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING   -  The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 16th September 2010 until the October mid-term break.  It will then take a break until Spring 2011, running to end of May.
ENROLMENTS   - Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.   REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.  The Enrolments list for 2015 is under way.
CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2010/2011                     The following are the class allocations for the coming year:
Junior Infants –  Deirdre Ni Mhairtin 
Senior Infants – Orlaith Tobin     


1st Class -  Arlene Higgins


2nd Class
 -  (to be appointed)             
 3rd Class –  Fiona Cooney & Bla Tonra –job sharing  
4th Class – Lorraine Gibbons         
5th Class  -  Cathy O’Brien  

 6th Class –  Niall Keating    

Special Needs Learning Support Teachers  - Tom Larkin, Pat Crowe (Assistant Principal) and Lorraine Dunne.
Support Teacher for 2010/2011 (rotating post) –  Anne Finn (Deputy Principal)
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all N.K.E.T.S .pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!
***********************************************************
Executive Notes

The Annual General Meeting of North Kildare Educate Together Ltd. will be held in the Autumn (date to be confirmed) and we will be looking for some new volunteers to join the Executive committee.  We would like to thank Susan McCartney and Barbara McCourt, who will be stepping down, for all their hard work on the fundraising committee over the last two years.
Orla Kearney (Chairperson of Executive Committee)
***********************************************************

A Note from the Parents Association Committee
We would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Fun Day another great success.  We would especially like to thank everyone who attended despite the terrible weather.  We think you will agree that a great day was had by all!  Many thanks to the team from the Celbridge Kenpo Karate & Self Defence Academy who gave up of their time to put on a fantastic display, definitely World Champions!  A special thanks goes to our great face painters, Anya, Ursula & Anna who were on duty non-stop throughout the day, well done!  Also, a very big thanks to Ace Race Bouncy Castles (www.aceracecastles.ie or tel: 01-6273300), a local Celbridge company, who gave us the 3 bouncy castles free of charge!  Well done!  Thanks also to Melody from Formula Fun Kildare (086-0861828 www.formulafun.ie) who’s Go-Karts were very popular on the day (it’s a shame there were no larger karts for the bigger kids among us!!!).
A huge thanks also to my fellow members who work tirelessly each year to make the Fun Day happen, Fionnuala Parker, Eileen O’Mahony, Mick Wallace, Deirdre Geraghty, Martin Saunders, Lindsay Mahon, Vic Murphy and Niall Grace (apologies, if I have left anyone out!).  A very special thanks must go to Noel, who works extremely hard each year in helping set up for, and clean up after, the Fun Day, always with a great smile and a laugh, without him it would not run!

Finally a big thank you to all those who helped on the day (too numerous to mention!) and in the run up to ensure everything went smoothly, and also to all who turned up on the day, it would not have been possible without your help!

Congratulations to the winner of the ‘Guess the number Sticky Bars’ who was Taylor Beatty in Junior Infants, and the winner of the ‘Guess the number of Chocolate Bars’ who was Hannah McHugh in 4th Class.  Well done.  Nobody managed to correctly guess all of the teacher baby photos, however the following got the most number of correct answers, each wins a Homework voucher for one night off home work!.  Well done!
Taylor Beatty – Junior Infants (extra Golden time or play time for Taylor!)

Eric Brezina  - 2nd Class

Alex Parker – 3rd Class

Niamh Carroll – 4th Class

Anybody interested in helping out for next year, please contact Pat Kerr on 087-2265786 or patrickkerr@me.com.  We would like to organise more activities in the new school year and look forward to welcoming new volunteers in September.  In the meantime, have a sun filled and safe summer and hope to see you all again in September.

Best wishes,

Pat Kerr

The Parents Association
***********************************************************

After School Activity List – Request from Vic Murphy (parent of Cian, 5th Class)

Dear Parents & Guardians,

If you found an after-school activity that you recommend for other children next year, please share that information, so that we can compile a list. Please contact me, by phone 087-8197031 or email (victor.murphy@gmail.com) with the following details.   I will call you to discuss any details, if necessary.  

· Type of activity (art, dance, music, scouts etc.)

· Contact details of the organiser

· Comments re: activity or other comments

· Your name

· Your contact details

Thanks and best regards.
 Vic Murphy for the After-School List.
NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

Pupil Towels

Don’t Forget – each child is to bring a small towel or face-cloth into school each day with them, for the purpose of drying their hands.  They are to be kept in your child’s schoolbag, either in a side-pocket or in a plastic re-sealable bag.  Towels should be replaced frequently by parents.
The following is the PE timetable for 2010/2011.  Please take note of when your child has PE.

Junior Infants & Senior Infants   
       Monday & Wednesday

1st Class 


       Monday & Wednesday



2nd Class


       Monday & Thursday
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Classes
       Tuesday and Thursday
Outreach


       Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
Children should wear the N.K.E.T.S. sweatshirt/polo shirt, navy tracksuit bottoms and runners to school on those days when their class has PE or swimming session.
School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Wednesday 1st  to Friday 10th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 13th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar 2010/2011
School Closures for the 2010/2011 school year will not be decided upon until the first Staff and Board of Management meetings to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year.
Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September.
 
Cian McMDonnell (4th)  pictured with his ‘Food Kingdom’.   Here is a list of the food he used:  Cloud – teabags; Trees – broccolli; 

Bridge – Banana; Mountains & hills – Bread stick &  potatoes; Ground - Cereal



CORRECTION – We inadvertently stated in our last Newsletter that the handwritten and drawn ‘Rome Postcard’ was work done by Niamh Saunders, when in fact it was the work of Niamh Carroll.  Apologies Niamh!
SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS….. Winners at the Santry Sports were  Malachy Tobin-Larkin (U13 Hurdles), Rian Quinn (U11 Sprint and Hurdles), Jack Kyle (U13 Sprint), Conor Murphy (U 13 High Jump), Philip Kruger (U11 Sprint), Conor Kearney (U12 Long Jump and Sprint), Marie Connolly (U11 500m race), Gemma Petts (U11 High Jump), Ivor Barry (U12 Hurdles), Eilis Mahon (U11 Hurdles).

Eilis Mahon, Niamh Saunders, Kate OMalley, Marie Connolly, Aoife Kearney and Gemma Petts were the winners of the U10 Sprint & Relay.

Mark Caulfield, Malachy Tobin-Larkin, Conor Murphy, Jack Kyle and Colm Matthews were winners of the U10 Sprint & Relay.
3rd place U12 Boys Sprint & Relay team were Ivor Barry, Andrew Ahern, Aidan O’Riain, Conor Kearney, Maebly Ryan and Conor Walsh
Other members of the Santry squad were Daniel Wallace, Daniel Jupe, Cathal McManmon, Cormac Malone, Alex Parker, Sam McHugh, Conor Neville, Jonathan Landy, Darragh Copeland, Adam Doyle, Emma Golden, Saoirse Costello, Ava Madden, Tara McCourt, Rachel Molloy, Aine Connell, Aislinn Purcell, Laura O’Shea, Eimear Delaney, Rachael Doyle, Davida Walshe, Jean-Louise Carroll, Valerie O’Brien, Maeve Connell, Caoimhe O’Reilly-Neeson, Grace Doyle, Hannan Lyons, Linda Kruger and Jessica O’Loughlin

Well done to you all – we are all very proud of you!
(recent Newspaper coverage)

North Kildare Educate Together School Steals Gold !
Yet again the North Kildare Educate Together School, in Celbridge, Co. Kildare had a very successful outing to the Cumann na mBunscoil Primary School Games in Morton Stadium, Santry on the 3rd and 11th June.

With the benefit of coaching from Mary and Ciara Kearns and the school staff, the children from 3rd to 6th classes have shown the results of their hard work during the year by excelling at the games. The pupils also enjoy the use of Celbridge Athletics Club facilities situated right next door to the school.

Our athletes brought home:

2 trophies for 1st place for the U11 girls and U13 boys’ relays.

4 gold medals in the boys and girls’ sprint races.

2 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze medal in the boys and girls’ hurdle races

Gold in the boys and girls’ high jump

Silver in the boys’ long jump

Bronze in the boys U12 relay 

Bronze in the girls U11 500m races

Altogether, more than fifty children from the North Kildare Educate Together National School travelled to Santry over the two days.  The emphasis of Cumann na mBunscoil is participation and having fun. There were many creditable performances delivered in addition to those that won medals.  The event was greatly enjoyed by all the children, parents and teachers who took part. 

More than 40 schools took part in the competition which is run by teachers and funded by charitable donations.
Congratulations to the following;
James O’Hanlon (5th ) who entered into a photography competition run by Bord Gais and as a result the school received a bag of goodies which included, sliothars and bibs.
At the Lorraine Magee Scoil Rince Class Feis held on 9th May, three of our pupils did very well for themselves.   Maeve Connell, Hannah McHugh and Grace Doyle all came away with 6, 6 and 7 medals respectively.  Well done girls!

On Sunday 10th May at the Barnhall Rugby Tournament, both Daniel Jupe and Callum Kyle were winners on the U10 Rugby Team.  They also were part of the team that travelled to Belfast to take part in another tournament, at the beginning of May, and again were winners!

Sophie Clancy and Nina Martin both won trophies for Irish Dancing (crosses and hopping) at a feis held in Leixlip on 26th May.  Well done girls and keep up the great work!

The Tranpsortation Department of Kildare County Council recently held a Poster Competition to publicise ‘Bike Week’ (7th – 11th June).  The overall winner and winner from Celbridge was Hannah McHugh (4th Class).  Well done Hannah! 









4TH Green Flag
The North Kildare Educate Together School (primary school in Celbridge) were awarded their 4th Green Flag this year.  The theme for this flag was transport.  The school has worked on this theme over the last two years.  The school community undertook the Walk on Wednesday (WOW) with two thirds of the school walking, cycling, car pooling, park and stride or public transport initiatives.  An Taisce, who run the Green Flag scheme, were very helpful by organising workshops for the classes and surveys to monitor the progress. We were also involved with Kildare County Council in a survey of cyclists.  Recently, one of our pupils Hannah McHugh from 4th class was the overall winner of the poster competition for National Bike Week. 

On Tuesday 25th May, Tony Maher from Celbridge Tidy Towns raised the Green Flag along with the oldest and youngest pupils in the school.  “This is a privilege to help you raise your 4th Green Flag for your school.  All the work you have done boys and girls, helps the Tidy Towns Committee too, because we get extra marks when a school gets a Green Flag, so thank you and well done!” said Mr. Maher.

The school community has thoroughly enjoyed our involvement in the Green Flag initiative and is already looking forward to the challenge of Flag Number 5!

The North Kildare Educate Together School also achieved the Discover Primary Science ‘Award of Excellence in Science and Maths’.  This is our third year to participate in the scheme which was fun to do and has been of great benefit to our pupils.

Pictured below are:

Conor Murphy (6th Class), Grace Doyle (6th Class)  Tony Maher (Tidy Towns), Saoirse Conlon (Jnr. Infs.) and Evan McCarron (Jnr. Infs.)






Summer Poem and picture


 by Sean McCourt (1st)





Spring is gone and


Here Is Summer!


Come on Summer, and 


Make the world happy.


Make the world shine, 


Until Autumn comes.


I love Summer and


Here it comes.





June 2010      www.nkets.ie





My Strange Day in School


by Tadhg Downing (2nd Class)





One day I went to school.  When I opened the door of my classroom, Deirdre, my teacher was a dinosaur!  She was eating the whiteboard and the kids were screaming.  They tried to run out of the room.  Someone opened the back door but Deirdre Dinosaur jumped over them and ran out to the yard.


She ran around and stamped so hard that she made holes in the ground.  Next thing Rita, Pat and Noel put a net and some hoola- hoops on Deirdre Dinosaur.  Suddenly a big poof of smoke came and Deirdre was normal again.  The End.





Circus Problems


Last week the circus came to Celbridge.  I got tickets for it.  There were lots of animals asked to do the tight-rope.  I said yes, but I was afraid to do it.  I told him ‘I don’t want to do it.’ He was so annoyed.  Another man did it. He got stuck.  I went up to save him.  I got a medal.  After that I left.  


by Lee Cunningham (2nd Class)














Picnic at the Beach





One sunny day two kids went to the beach.  They raced into the sea.  Tom made a sandcastle.  Enny rested on a sunbed.  Tom went into the see for a swim.  He got a big fright when the crab pinched his finger.  The kids joined their parents for a big picnic on the rug.  


by Dylan Kavanagh (2nd Class)








The Summer Poem 


and picture by Maeveen Ryan (1st)


S  is for sweet,


     like girls and boys


U is for under the sea


M is for making sandcastles


M is for Magnum


E  is for everyone having fun


R  is for riding in the run 


     and rabbits too!





If I were a shape…


If I were a shape I’d like to be a circle.  I’d be a bowling ball knocking down the pins, or a basketball getting the final hoop or a soccer ball being kicked by Fernando Torres, or an orange picked by a man in a basket beside the annoying orange, he’d give me a migrane – if I were a Circle.





If I were a rectangle I’d be a stage where stars sing, or even a pitch for sports stars or a Mars bar – If I were a Rectangle.





If I were a triangle or prism I’d be a skateboard ramp, but because of the eating, headaches and being kicked, If I were a 3D shape, I’d be in hospital. 


 		 	by Calum Knight  (5th Class)








6th Class were working on the topic ‘I am grateful for …..’  Here are two samples:





I am grateful for:			I am grateful for:





My family			Family


My classmates			Friends


My toys				Pets


My looks			Health


My bedroom			A home	


My health			Food


My sports gear			Clothes


My clothes			Water


My games			My belongings


My GAA			School /Education


Hot Chocolate			Transport


My house			TV


My food				Entertainment


Celbridge			The community


My size				My imagination


My family’s health		The World


My life				Nature


My phone			Sports


My hurdle			A choice


My smile			A voice


My brain			My garden


My Music


My trumpet			      by Colm Matthews


  


      by Adam Neville 





A Day in the Life of a Medieval Blacksmith





Hi, my name is John.  I am a Blacksmith in the Castle of Queen Mary.  I enjoy my work.  If I shoe 30 horses in two days, they are giving me a house for 5 gold coins. I live in a small town in the middle of Kilkenny.  I am a good craftsman and today I made 3 tools.  I have a family.  It is a very dark job but I enjoy it.  Sometimes I make a sword or two.  I have lost my middle finger.  It is hard to get a shape of a horse shoe.  My favourite part is burning and heating the metal.  My least favourite is when I burn myself!  My friend, Jim, is the woodcrafter.  I get paid 10 coins a day.  I have two children and a wife and that’s my life of being a Blacksmith.  


 by Cathal McManmon (4th Class)








During one of their MDEP lessons, 1st Class spoke about what they would like to do when they grow up.  Here are a few samples!





‘When I grow up I am going to be a celebrity.  I will work in Hollywood.  My job is to sing’ 	(Phillipa)





‘When I grow up I will be a raw super star.  I will work in the wrestling ring.  My job is fighting’ 	(Adam)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a teacher.  I will work hard.  My job is to teach.’		 (Ava)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a farmer.  I will work in Ireland.  My job is farming’.		 (Jack)








A.R. Ruhman





A.R. Ruhman is the composer of the Lord of the Rings.  He was born in India in 1966.  He won a Bafta, a Golden Globe and two Academy Awards.  He used to be an atheist but became muslim.  He’s involved with many charities.  He made many Indian music soundtracks for film and theatre.  He has also made CD’s and sold 150,000,000 and he writes music for ads on T.V.  


 	by James O’Hanlon (5th Class)











