Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….





(October 2007)
Over the past few months the Board of Management was involved in negotiations with the National Council for Special Education (on behalf of the Department of Education & Science) re: the opening of our Outreach Class for pupils with Autism.  The decision to open was finally taken and staff were employed in June.  I’m delighted to inform you that our new pupils will join us on Monday November 5th next and we look forward to this new development in the school. 
Many of the issues outstanding were resolved and we feel we eventually got the best deal possible for our new pupils.  The following is a summary of items that were not forthcoming in the past but have now been secured.
· Staff training in specialised teaching methodologies

· Grants for Speech & Language and Occupational Therapy for the pupils.

· A guarantee of grants towards set up, equipment and resources

· The completion of our Occupational Therapy room with acoustic lining.

· The development of our sensory garden.

· Permanent posts for teachers (rather than temporary)

· Allocated time for preparation and training for set-up.

I’m delighted to welcome our new staff members.  Fiona Knox (who worked as a Special Education Teacher in the mainstream) has now moved to the Outreach Class and newly appointed teacher, Áine O’Donnell joins her.  Welcome also to Viv Butler-Rees, Brenda McCrory, Joan Eley and Lorraine Comerford – the four new Special Needs Assistants to the classes.  All our new staff are experienced in working with children with Autism and have spent the last few weeks in training, visiting existing classes, ordering equipment and preparing for the opening.  This brings our staff total to 25 now – so a major change to our school.
I’d like to extend my sincere thanks to our dedicated Board of Management members who held firm in their resolve to ensure we received the best possible services and resources for our new pupils.

We look forward to the challenges of the months ahead and extend a warm welcome to the parents and pupils of the Outreach Classes into our school community.
We wish you all a very enjoyable mid-term break and a happy Hallowe’en to those of you who will be celebrating.
See you all back at 8.40am on Monday November 5th.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Storyteller – Niall de Burca will be visiting the school on Tuesday 6th November to enthral us all with his unique ability to tell stories.  He is extremely popular with the children and his visits are now an annual event in the school.  Our junior infants are in for a treat and this will be their first time to hear him!
Book Fair – Our Book Fair will take place from 28th November to 5th December. During these days there will be a wide range of books for all ages.  What better time to buy presents!   60% of the money spent will be given back to the school in the form of books for our class libraries.  (Details to follow after the mid-term break)
CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have changed address, phone numbers, minders etc., please let us know so that we can keep our records up-to-date should we need to contact you. 
On many occasions we have tried contacting parents on their mobile phones, but find that they are either not turned on or go to voicemail. We need to be able to contact you immediately in the event of an emergency, so please ensure your phone is switched on during school hours.
Leaving voice messages requires us to continue trying to make contact.  This is extremely important in the event of illness or an accident.
TEXT-A-PARENT

Our Text-a-Parent mobile phone numbers are listed separately from our Contact List.  In order for the Text-a-Parent communication system to work efficiently for you, we need to keep up-to-date mobile phones, therefore, please ensure you inform the school office of any change in number.

PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS

Just to remind you that if your child’s pick-up arrangements alter in any way from what was given to the teachers originally, i.e. leaving early from school or a change in person picking up your child at going home times PLEASE INFORM YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER – even if the change is for one day.  It is school policy not to hand over a child to a person who has not been made known to staff in advance, even if the child knows them.  This is in the interest of your child’s safety.

Your child should be made aware of pick-up arrangements BEFORE they leave for school in the morning.  PLEASE DO NOT PHONE THE OFFICE for us to pass on messages. 
When collecting your child during school time, please remember to complete the ‘SIGN-OUT’ book at Reception, collect your child from class and exit the school via the main Reception Door – not the emergency exits!   The purpose of the ‘Sign-Out’ Book is to ensure that we know who is in or out of the school building during an emergency.
VISITORS TO SCHOOL
Maura Gallagher from the Celbridge Historical Society who spoke to 5th Class on Wednesday 10th October.   
SWIMMING

Due to circumstances outside our control, swimming lessons for Senior Infants will not commence until Thursday 8th November.   As this will have a knock-on effect, swimming lessons for 1st class will not commence until 17th January 2008.  
HEALTHY LUNCHES

Spot checks do occur from time to time to ensure that lunches are in keeping with our Healthy Lunch Policy – so don’t forget to adhere to it!

ENROLMENTS

Our enrolment list for 2012 currently stands at 8 names and growing all the time!  Enrolments are taken on a first come first served basis, so please remember to tell your friends, relatives, neighbours etc. to enrol their children as soon as possible after birth.  Siblings do not get first preference.
SHARED READING & STAY SAFE MEETING
This combined meeting was very well attended by parents of Senior Infants.  Pat explained that Shared Reading is a reading partnership between parent and child.  He explained how mutual pleasure in reading is achieved through shared reading.  Sean O’Casaide, a representative from the Child Abuse Prevention Programme explained to those present how the programme known as the Stay Safe programme will be taught in  our school and the importance of parental input in the programme.

INFORMATION  MEETINGS

Our annual Information Meeting for parents of Junior Infants was held on Thursday 27th September.  The meeting was very well attended and parents were given comprehensive talks on the curriculum and the importance of play.  Our speakers on the night were Anne, Cathy, Pat and Rita.  

Information Meetings for classes have taken place for this school year.  As for last year the meetings are held for Junior Infants, 1st, 3rd and 5th.  The curricula in Senior Infants, 2nd and 4th are basically an extension of the previous year’s work and guidelines on homework and behaviour are standard on the years in between.

For 6th class we held a combined Relationships and Sexuality Education Meeting and Information Meeting for 6th Class.  Issues such as behaviour, homework and preparation for secondary school were dealt with, and details of the sex education element of the R.S.E. 

Programme were explained.  

Our thanks to all the parents who attended the nights, and to the teachers for giving up their evenings to attend them also.  We hope you found them beneficial.

WANTED!
If you have any unwanted coloured tiles, could you please let us have them? Also, our Outreach classes are still looking for some items – toy cars, dolls, farm and kitchen set equipment, construction toys (e.g. lego type) and costume for their dress up box.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..

Books – to Aine O’Reilly-Neeson, Grainne O’Hagan and Pauline Talbot for donating books, puzzles etc. to our mainstream and outreach classes.

Games – to Michael Commons (past parent) for donating a Lego Mindstorm Game.
Art – to Eileen O’Mahony who helped our Senior Infants make a wonderful Scarecrow.

6th Class Talk – Thanks to Valerie Craven-Grace who came into 6th class on 15th October to speak to the class about health and beauty.
Gardening – Thanks to Lena Lindberg and Helena McMahon our Junior and Senior Infant gardens were weeded and prepared for bulb planting.  This was done 8th October and the children really enjoyed taking part.  Roll on spring!  
Also thanks to the parents who turned up to our two Garden Workouts held on 29th Sept. and again on 13th October (for 1st & 2nd class parents).    
GREEN  NEWS
Our Green School Committee is still up and running.  Our theme for this school year is ‘Water’.  We have listed a few startling statistics regarding water usage – please check out our ‘Children’s Corner’ for further details.  

We will keep you informed of the Committee’s work.

In keeping with our Green School Status, we are very conscious of the need to Reuse, Recycle and Reduce waste and it is our aim in the school that the children leave here with an environmentally friendly attitude!  Please encourage your child to become a leader in your home 
for recycling cans, batteries, bottles etc. To assist you with some of your recycling efforts, please remember that we have a Can Bank and a Clothes Recycling Bank situated just inside our main gate, a Mobile Phone Recycling Bank, a Battery Recycling Box,and a Printer Cartridge Recycling Box – all situated at the ‘Green’ Noticeboard.   The Mobile Phone Recycling Bank will also take chargers and mobile phone batteries – so please feel free to bring along any unused mobile phone equipment that you have at home. If anyone needs shredded paper for animal bedding, artwork etc. please let us know at the school office and we will arrange to give you some. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________
STAFF CHANGES
The Board of Management would like to welcome our new staff members this year.  Elsa McBennett (Temporary teacher) and Deirdre Ní Mháirtín (Temporary teacher) have joined our Mainstream school.  We are delighted to announce that our Outreach Classes will open on 5th November.  Fiona Knox has transferred over to our Outreach Classes and will be joined by the following new staff members.  Aine O’Donnell (Teacher), Viv Butler-Rees, Lorraine Comerford, Joan Eley and Brenda McCrory (all Special Needs Assistants).  We wish them every success in the Outreach Classes and we look forward to welcoming the children and their parents to our school.
PARKING AND SAFETY
The Board of Management have already drawn your attention to the procedures involved in parking, setting down and pick-up issues.  These are there to protect all our children and we need everyone’s co-operation to make them effective. 
CELBRIDGE ATHLETICS 
Once again (for the fourth year) we are continuing with athletics coaching for our 2nd – 6th class pupils.  The children really enjoy these coaching sessions .We are delighted to continue our working relationship with the Celbridge Athletic Club.  
COMMUNICATION

We would like to remind parents of our Communication Policy in the school.  If you have any queries, problems or concerns re: your child, please contact your child’s teacher to arrange to meet with them.  She/he will arrange a time where they can give you the time and privacy you may need.  In addition, if there is a change in home circumstances (e.g. illness, separation or anything you feel may affect your child, it is important to let us know).  We can assure you of the utmost confidence.  Should you have a complaint to make, the school procedure is as follows:-

(a) Approach the class teacher with a view to resolving the complaint

(b) Where the parent/guardian is unable to resolve the complaint with the class teacher, she/he should approach the Principal with a view to resolving it, and

(c) If the complaint is still unresolved the parent/guardian should raise the matter with the Chairperson of the Board of Management with a view to resolving it.
Board of Management contd.

CHANGE TO BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

During November the election will take place for Parents Representatives for the Board of Management 2007-2011.  Please keep an eye on notices posted through the schoolbags.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Executive Notes

EXECUTIVE VACANCIES – Following our AGM in June, we have 3 vacancies on the Executive Committee.  The role of the Executive is explained on the school website.  The Executive meets once a month.  If you are interested or would like any more information, please contact our Chairman, Mike O’Malley. 
Fund Raising News October 2007

Hello Everybody and welcome back!

We hope you have all had an enjoyable summer break.  This year’s fund raising will start with our ever popular Halloween Cake Sale on Friday 26th October.  Then, there will be quiz night on 13th November in the Kildrought Pub in Celbridge, so those of you who enjoy a good night out and a battle of brains can put this date in your calendar.  Talking about calendars, we are really excited to have fantastic artistic participation from our wonderful pupils who are all busy making self portraits for the 2008 NKETS Calendar.  Many thanks to Lisa Ryan and Noleen McDonnell who give so much of their time every year to produce these wonderful calendars.  Also, a huge thanks to all the children and their teachers for their involvement and their wonderful works of art!  Calendars will be available soon (before Christmas).

After Christmas, we will be exploring various fund-raising ideas proposed to date, one being the possibility of an Art Exhibition/Sale of Works.  Currently, we have some fantastic pieces that have already been donated by talented artists, both local and from further afield.  If anyone works or is affiliated with the art world, we are looking for as many pieces as we can get to do a great exhibition and sale.  We are open to anything and it is not confined to painting, we would welcome pieces of sculpture, pottery, arts & crafts, anything original.  As always your help is very much appreciated and welcomed.  

If you require any information or can offer a helping hand during the year we would love to hear from you.  You can contact Sarah Kerr or Ursula Byrne.

Kindest regards to you and your loved ones and have a happy and safe Halloween.

The Fund Raising Committee.


NKETS Parents Association Update

Our Parents Association has its first active year in 2006-2007. We organised the Fun Day, including exceptionally fine weather and many volunteer musicians who were or are pupils from our school. We also published voluntary 'Phone Pals' lists for each class 1 through 6.

We hope to continue these activities in 2007-2008, and attempt to compile a list of after-school activities, so that parents and pupils can plan and join after-school activities at the school and in the wider community for music, sport, art, drama, etc.

Active participation on the PA committee requires a few hours per month. We welcome parents from all classes. We have members from almost every class in the school. We have a need for an extra parent or two from Jrs, Srs, 4th and 5th classes. For more info or to volunteer, contact PA secretary Vic Murphy.





History of North Kildare Educate Together School - Interview with Principal Rita Galvin

1. How when/was the school set up? In 1990 a group of people got together to form a school that was co-educational multi denominational, child centred school and the school first opened in 1994.

2. Who was the first principal? Me. I applied for the job as principal and got it.

3. Who was the first staff member you employed? Anne Finn came in November. However from September to November a qualified teacher named Mary came into help, she taught 2nd 3rd and 4th class.

4. Did anyone famous/well known graduate from this school? No not yet the school hasn’t been opened for long enough.

5. How many students were in the school when it first opened? There were 33 students in the school.

6. What was the first class you taught? Juniors, seniors and 1st class.

7. Where there children in every class when the school first opened? No only up to 4th class.
8. Has anyone famous visited the school? Yes, Mary Robinson and Jack Kyle visited.
Interview with Viv Butler-Rees (a co-founder of N.K.E.T.S.)

1. Why did you help setup the school?   Because I wanted my children to go to a co educational multi-denominational, child centred school.

2. How many people helped you?  At the beginning there were about 8 people at the start helped then 4 more people joined.

3. 
 Where you proud when the school opened?  Yes very proud and excited.

4.
  Did you get paid? No.

5. 
 What was the most difficult part of setting up the school? Finding a site.

6. 
 How long did it take to set up the school?  It took 4 years.

7. 
 Did you enjoy setting up the school? Yes it was good fun but hard work.

8.      What was your main fundraiser? It was a duck race.

Achievements
Our newsletter wouldn’t be the same if we didn’t tell everyone about some of our children’s sporting achievements outside school.  So if any of you have won medals, Certificates or trophies in soccer, gaelic football, art competitions, running etc., please come up to Adrienne in the office and tell her for the Newsletter!
Two girls that never seem to stop running and who have yet again won medals are Vivian Fleischer and Shauna Minnock, both from 6th class, whose team took part in the Kildare Cross Country running competition on Sunday 21st October in Mondello and they came 2nd in the U13 1000m cross country run.  Well done girls!



You may have seen the NKETS Timeline on the noticeboard in our lobby recently.  As part of this project, 6th class interviewed some people long associated with the school.  Here are their interviews with Rita (Principal) and Viv Butler-Rees (SNA in our Outreach class and co-founder of NKETS)





In keeping with the Hallowe’en theme, 1st class drew some great pictures in their news copies it – here are just two samples.





1st class have been learning this wonderful poem and we thought we would share it with you.





There was an old witch,


Believe it if you can,


She tapped on the windows


And she ran, ran, ran.


She rang helter skelter with her toes in the air,


Cornstalks flying from the old witch’s hair.





Swish goes the broomstick, meow goes the cat,


Plop goes the hop-toad sitting on her hat.


“Whee,” chuckled I, “What fun, what fun!”


Hallowe’en night when the witches run!





Green News – Water Statistics


A person uses about 145 litres of clean treated water per day in an average household, while a school uses about 35 litres of water per student per day.


A tap dripping once a second wastes about 10,000 litres of water a year.


Leaving the tap on while brushing your teeth wastes approx. 11,000 litres of water per year.


A hosepipe or sprinkler can use 1,000 litres (or 1 tonne) of water per hour.  This is as much as a family of four would normally use in two days!


How much do you use?


It’s difficult to imagine how much water is used in your home every day but here’s a rough guide.


							Litres		Gallons	


1 flush of the loo			 10		  2.2


1 bath				 80		17.6


1 shower			 30		  6.6


1 washing machine load		100		22.0


1 dishwasher load		 50		11.0





Our 3rd Class went on a ‘Maths Trail’ in the teacher’s car park recently.  Below is Anna Hepple’s report on it. 





Going on a Maths Trail 


by Mark Caulfield and Linda Kruger (4th)





On Thursday 18th October 4th class went on a Maths Trail to St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.  We had great fun.  First we got maths sheets and then we got split up into groups for orienteering.  Next we got two more sheets for us to write people’s car registrations.  We got goody bags with sweets in them.  Next we got back on the bus and got back to the school.  We returned at the school at 12.30. It was a great day for all of us.








