

18th Sept.2006

Welcome back everyone.  This is just a short newsletter to bring some items to your attention before our bi-monthly edition.
NEW TEMPORARY TEACHER APPOINTMENT
On behalf of everyone in our school community I’d like to welcome Sonya McArdle our substitute teacher (covering for Mary Doran on maternity leave).  We’d like to wish Sonya happy times with us.

PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS
As usual we will need to know your child’s travel arrangements for the year.  Also, if there is a change to this, or if someone is collecting your child other than the person who usually collects him/her, please let your child’s teacher know by school bag note – no phone calls please.   This is for your child’s safety.

INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR PARENTS
On Thursday 5th Oct. @ 8.00pm we will be holding an information evening for parents of children in Junior Infants.  This evening will give you information on the curriculum that your child will follow, the role of play and of course give you a chance to meet up as a group again.  We look forward to seeing you there.

On Thursday 28th Sept. @ 7.30pm sharp an Information Meeting will take place for parents of 1st Class.  Also on Thursday 28th Sept. @ 8.45pm sharp .an Information Meeting will take place for parents of 3rd Class. 
Dates for Information Meetings for 5th and 6th classes to follow. 
FREE BUS PASSES

Bus Eireann bus passes were distributed to pupils who were eligible to receive them. Bus Eireann has asked to remind parents that only children with passes are permitted to use their contract buses for our school i.e. 

Bartons and Molloys. Friends without passes are not entitled to travel on these buses as they are not insured.

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
We’d like to remind all parents of our healthy lunch policy again.  As you know treat day is Friday but we would ask that this is just a small bar/snack.  Lollipops are dangerous on the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the 
sweets on these days if this is 
the treat they get!
It has been brought to our attention by our Dental Health Nurse that it is very bad for children’s teeth to sip sugary drinks or juices throughout the school day.  With this in mind we urge parents to encourage your child to bring water for their lunch drink.
     HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

HEAD LICE
We have had some outbreaks of head lice already – Junior Infants, Senior Infants and 2nd Class.  Head lice can spread rapidly in the school unless all affected children are promptly treated.  Head Lice do not 

reflect standards of hygiene in the home or in the school.  We would advise that long hair is tied back at all times in school, 
and that you check your child’s hair regularly.  If your child has Head Lice, please inform us immediately, as it will be 
necessary for us to notify other parents.
ABSENCES
If your child is absent from school please complete an ‘Absence Slip’ and give it to your child’s teacher upon his/her return to school.  The school is required to have these notes for insurance purposes and for the National Education Welfare Board.  There is no need to phone in a child’s absence.
P.E. DAYS
PE for the various classes is as follows.   The appropriate PE clothing must be worn i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts or 

T-shirts and non-marking soled runners to protect our floors

Junior Infants 
Monday & Wed.

Senior Infants 
Monday & Wed.

1st Class 
Monday & Wed.

2nd Class
Monday & Thurs.

3rd Class
Tuesday & Thurs.

4th Class
Tuesday & Thurs.

5th Class
Tuesday & Thurs.

6th Class
Tuesday & Thurs.

Children from 2nd to 6th will need appropriate PE clothing for athletics on Thursdays.

ATHLETICS – 2nd to 6th Classes
Please return your child’s Athletic fee of €10 to your child’s teacher on or before Monday 25th Sept.

SWIMMING LESSONS – S.Inf.
Please return your child’s swimming fee of €55 to your child’s teacher on or before Monday 25th Sept.

SCHOOL CLOSURES
Details of school closures have been given to parents. Staff meetings and curriculum training days arise from time to time and parents will be notified of these as early as possible.   
Our next Staff Meeting is on 27th October.  School closes at 11.30am.



SAFETY NOTICE
We ask all parents and guardians to use the pedestrian crossing and footpaths when coming to and from 
the school.  Please do not block the main door entrance gate at going home time to facilitate the safe entry and exit of all pupils from the building.  Also, please ensure your children do not climb on the walls and railings of the school.

The Board of Management issued a note to request parents NOT to park on the double-yellow lines outside the school gate.  Please use the car park provided or alternatively park in the parking-bays on the road to St. Wolstan’s.  This is for your child’s safety.
LABELLING
We cannot emphasise enough how important it is to label everything belonging to your child (i.e. beakers, lunch boxes, tracksuits, jackets etc.)  We accumulate a large selection of lost property when children’s belongings are not identifiable.    
Please check through the lost property box situated in the main 
lobby.

RECYCLING  
In the course of the coming weeks we will see the return of our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank so please ask friends, neighbours and relatives for their old mobile phones and chargers.  Don’t forget that we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans, a Battery Bank for used batteries, Clothes Recycling Bank for old clothes, linens etc., and a Printer Cartridge recycling box. 
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES HELD IN NKETS – but not run by NKETS
As you may be aware the school hires out rooms to various people, clubs, organisations etc.  When an activity takes place at 1.20pm and involves children from our Junior and Senior Infants, the children will be given to their art/drama teachers in the school lobby. Please ensure you collect your child from after school activities on time. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!

On the 15th July I headed off along with my sister and friend to Sri Lanka to work as a volunteer with the I to I organisation.  While we 

were there we worked in an orphanage with a school attached.  Some of the children’s parents were dead – however some parents couldn’t afford to keep their own 
children.  The effects of the war, the tsunami and a corrupt government have stalled the economy and have 
left many living in grinding poverty.  Our day began teaching students from 8.00am until 1.30pm, the students had been awake since 5.00am with their own chores to do before school began.  There was also a disabled section in the orphanage and we took it in turns to teach arts & crafts and play games here for part of the day.  This was often the most rewarding and uplifting part of our day.  School finished at 1.30pm, so we spent our afternoons cleaning, sanding, painting and varnishing.  We gave the dining room a much needed overhaul and painted the school.

I would like to sincerely thank all of you who supported the quiz fundraiser.  With the money raised we bought playground equipment, school resources, a TV, DVD player, paint materials and treated the children to a pizza-hut party in the orphanage.  Thank you again for all your support – it made a huge difference to the lives of the children in the orphanage.

OLIVE O’REILLY 

(Senior Infant teacher)

GOLDEN RULES
I’d like to remind all parents of the golden rules we use in the school. These are even more effective if used at home also.

We are printing them on a separate sheet so you can put them up at home if you wish.
MULTI-DENOMINATIONAL PROGRAMME
Over the coming weeks the teachers will be working through the curriculum in the various classes. The festival of Harvest will be celebrated and all classes will also explore the theme of friendship. Don’t forget to discuss these themes with your child.


33 THINGS FOR CHILDREN TO DO BEFORE THEY’RE 12!



Roll on your side down a grassy bank.


Make a mud pie


Make your own modelling dough mixture


Find frogspawn/tadpoles


Make perfume from flower petals


Grow cress on a windowsill


Make a papier maché mash


Build a sandcastle


Climb a tree


Make a den in the garden


Making a painting using your hands and feet


Organise your own teddy bears’ picnic


Have your face painted


Play with a friend in the sand


Make some bread


Make snow angels


Create a clay sculpture


Take part in a scavenger hunt


Camp out in the garden


Bake a cake


Feed a farm animal


Pick some strawberries


Play “Winnie the Pooh” sticks


Recognise five different bird species


Find some worms


Ride a bike through a muddy puddle


Make and fly a kite


Plant a tree


Build a nest out of grass and twigs


Find ten different leaves in the park


Grow vegetables


Make breakfast in bed for your parents


Make a mini assault course in your garden/the park








