SEPT. ’94 to JUNE ‘95
· School opened its doors on September 1st to 33 pupils in one classroom Junior Infants - 3rd Class.  Mary O’Grady (teacher and parent) helped Rita for two weeks.  Toilets were lit by oil lamps as classes commenced over the workmen hammering.

· Our phone line was connected on September 3rd!

· Our first outbreak of headlice was on September 2nd!!

· Official sanction to appoint our first assistant teacher was received - Deirdre Lenihan was appointed as temporary teacher.   Ann Finn was appointed and commenced on November 21st ’94.

· Padraig Fitzgerald was appointed as our first caretaker and Phillippa as Classroom Assistant under a Fas scheme.

· Toilet rolls and hand towels coming rolling in following an appeal!  Wellies  are obligatory for all pupils (and staff) due to our playground conditions.

· By October we had 38 pupils enrolled in the school - 17 in 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes and 21 in Junior and Senior Infants.

· The children entertained us with their work on Diwali, Harvest, Christmas and Chinese New Year.

· Fundraisers were held on a monthly basis to pay for rental of the cabins.

· March ’95 - We were shocked and saddened when William Stuart - a founding member of the school died unexpectedly.  A tree was planted in his memory.   

· In a gardening alliance with Celbridge Abbey NKNSP planted shrubs to create a flower bed near the school entrance.
· June - The first school tracksuits are ordered - bottle green with NKNSP printed on the back.

SEPT. ’95 to JUNE ‘96

· Marie Gordon is appointed as 2nd Assistant teacher in October.

· Intel donated us our very first computer.

· John Moriarty (parent) made a video with the pupils - ‘Our first year - North Kildare National School Project’

· Our first book fair is held.

· The Department of Education & Science (DES) granted the school ‘full recognition’ in December following a detailed inspection of the school.

· We received our first enrolment for the year 2000 (David Folan now in 3rd Class) and we hit the front page of the Evening Herald!

· Anne Finn is acting Principal from March 8th whilst Rita took maternity leave for the birth of Lucy (now in 2nd Class).

· Fundraising events continue to be held monthly - Duck Races, Quizzes, Line Dancing, Kids’ Disco, Golf Classics, Fundays, Treasure Hunts, Face Painting, Draws.

· The children plant their first vegetable garden.

· Gary White Deer a native American Indian of the Chaktaw Tribe visited the school

· A Book Rental Scheme is set up for the pupils in June.

SEPT. ’96 to JUNE ‘97
· Pat Crowe joins the staff in Sept.
· Derek Murray is appointed as replacement caretaker for Pádraig (Fás scheme)

· Pupils numbers are 115

· Extra Curricular Art classes commence.

· The first Board of Management term of office ends and a new Board of Management is appointed.

· Adrienne Mullen is appointed as school secretary on December 9th.

· The school’s first Music Week is held.

· Susannah Flynn becomes classroom assistant in January (Fás Scheme) - Mum to Robert (3rd) and Sean (6th).

· The NKNSP is allocated a permanent 5 acre site in January (where we are now!)

· President Mary Robinson visits the school in April.

· The school received sanction for a ‘shared learning support teacher’ with Primrose Hill School.

SEPT. ’97 to JUNE ‘98

· Blá Tonra joined the staff in Sept.

· Tom Larkin joined the staff as shared teacher for Learning Support in Sept.

· Wellies continue to be obligatory for all pupils!

· Drama classes, swimming, trips and many visitors continue to be a regular feature of school life.

· NKNSP’s first hurling team was formed in Jan. by Jim Doyle (past parent).

· Susannah Flynn left us as Classroom Assistant.
· Hammond, a teacher from Ghana came to work in the school for 3 weeks and experience Ireland.  This was made possible with the help of many parents who offered accommodation and visits and trips.

· PE was held at The Mill in Celbridge due to our limited accommodation.

· Our first Graduation Ceremony took place with 5 graduates making history, Peter Young, Sarah Folan, Andre Meyronnet, Katie Walsh and Coman Doyle.

SEPT. ’98 to JUNE ‘99

· Tom Moriarty joined the school staff in October.

· Sheila Rossiter joined the staff as Classroom Assistant.

· The school now has 6 computers - many donations.

· November - Charlie McCreevy (local T.D.) visited the school and 3 days later we received notice that the DES would purchase our permanent site.  The school had to raise £50,000 (€63,000).

· Tom Moriarty commenced Olympic Handball as an extra curricular class.

· NKNSP’s first Art Exhibition was held in Celbridge Library in April.

· Our hurling team participated in a GAA Mini-League.

· The school accommodated our first student teacher for teaching practise - Fiona Cooney.

· Our 2nd Graduation took place on June 28th - 12 pupils leave.

SEPT. ’99 to JUNE 2000

· Arlene Higgins was appointed to the staff.
· Grafton Architects were appointed by the DES in July ’99 to design our permanent building.

· Negotiations were on-going re: our permanent site between Kildare County Council and the DES.

· Cathy O’Kennedy, Dance Artist in Residence with Kildare County Council, worked with the children for two terms.  This culminated in a wonderful dance performance at The Mill.

· The school published a Millennium Newsletter.
· Martin Collins was appointed caretaker (Fás Scheme) as Derek leaves.

· We got a tarmac surfaced playground paid for by the DES.   Wellies were no longer a feature of school life!
· The DES and Kildare County Council were having problems resolving the funding issue on gaining access to our new site.

· The Architects finalise the floor plan for the new school building.

· Fiona Cooney joined the staff as seventh assistant teacher and Rita becomes a walking Principal after 6 years.
· Adrienne finished her 3 years with Fás and was employed by the Board of Management as permanent school secretary.

· Children from Chernobyl Children’s Outreach Project spent a day with the pupils.

· 3rd Graduation took place - 6 pupils leave.

SEPT. 2000 to JUNE 2001
· Mary Doran joins the teaching staff in September 2000.
· Marie Gordon leaves the teaching staff in July 2000 and is replaced by Audrey Phillips.
· 8 Danish student teachers come to visit.

· We get Planning Permission for our new school building.

· Members of the site committee visit a special school for children with Autism in Armagh.

· The Board of Management changes for a new 3 year term.

· We are plagued with continuous electrical and sewerage difficulties

· Martin Collins (caretaker) leaves.
· One of our most unique fundraising events our ‘Elvis Night’ is a huge success.

· Our Olympic handball teams enter inter schools competitions.

· The school undergoes its second inspection by the DES but its first general inspection (Tuairaisc Scoile)

· The NKNSP goes to tender in all National newspapers!

· Our pupils dance at the opening of the New Kildare Arts Centre in Newbridge.

· Lorraine Dunne joins the staff as part-time Special Needs teacher.

· 9 pupils graduate.
· The school community enjoys “The India Night” in St. Raphael’s – a culmination of many weeks of work.

SEPT. 2001 to JUNE 2002
· Our first school calendar is produced based on visual arts work of the pupils.

· Sugradh (after school child-care facility) is set up by a group of parents from NKETS in The Mill.

· We launch into recyling by can and battery recycling and composting.

· The school stages its first ever musical ‘Oliver’ in the GAA Hall, Celbridge.

· The contracts for the new school building are signed.

· The builders commence construction on Monday April 22nd 

· The pupils place their ‘dreams’ for the new school in the foundations.

· 19 pupils graduated in June

SEPT. 2002 to JUNE 2003
· Olive O’Reilly joins the teaching staff in September.
· Lorraine Dunne is appointed as full time Special Needs Resource Teacher.

· Sheila Rossiter and Betty Magee are appointed as Special Needs Assistants.

· Sarah Kate Curran is appointed as part time Special Needs Teacher.

· Blá Tonra takes a career break and is replaced by Lisa.

· The Fundraising Committee launch ‘Buy-a-Socket’ and ‘Buy-a-Tree’

· The Education & Welfare Act comes into effect.

· Tom  Larkin moves into the role of full time Special Needs Resource Teacher.

· The Fundraising Committee raise €22,000 at “Who wants to be a Thousandaire Night” our biggest fundraiser ever.

· The roof is almost complete on the new building by December 2002

· Niall de Burca entertained the pupils with his storytelling.

· Preparation for the school move continue throughout term 1 and term 2

· We had our first break in to the cabins – some damage done to equipment and classrooms.

· INTEL sponsored and planted 178 native trees at the boundary of the new school and also donate 10 computers.

· Noel Loftus joins the staff as Caretaker

· On June 12th we moved into our new building.

· A huge number of parent volunteers become involved in the preparation, sorting and unpacking of 300 crates.

· Two Special Olympic athletes visit the school.

· 6th class produce a school newspaper and are our first and largest (35) class to graduates from the new building.

SEPT. 2003 to JUNE 2004
· Ita O’Connor joins the staff as shared learning support teacher between NKETS and Primrose Hill school.

· Head lice follow us to the new school building!

· Smiling faces are a regular feature of our school community as we continue to enjoy our beautiful surroundings!

· A gardening group starts up.

· We hold our first Ceili in the GP Hall

· The new building wins 2 design awards, the Downes Bronze Medal Award and an award from the RIAI (Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland)

· The Board of Management is re-formed for a new term of office.

· The pupils and staff have our first assembly in the GP Hall – the theme is Peace

· The pupils and staff enjoy a busy programme of events in our spacious facilities.

· Tom, Olive and Lisa do a parachute jump in aid of the school.

· We hold our first Science Exhibition.

· Annual Music Week becomes even more interesting with a drumming workshop.

· We have a Recycled Hat Fashion Show.

· We receive the exciting news that we won the prestigious Green Flag for Schools from An Taisce.

· Our pupils win 3 titles in the Olympic Handball Primary Schools League.

· Our 2nd graduation in the new building takes place – 32 pupils leave.
