
Comprehension Questions To Support The 
Teaching of Holes By Louis Sachar

Chapter 37–40
1. What is Stanley worried will happen when they reach the Big Thumb?  

  

 

  

2. Why does Stanley not want to stop and rest?  

  

  

3. How does Stanley figure out that there is water close by?  

  

  

4. Why do you think Stanley tells Zero he has ordered him a sundae?  

  

 

  

5. How does Stanley discover the mud?  

  

  

6. Do you think Stanley is a generous character? Why/Why not?  

  

 

  

7. When Stanley is climbing, he thinks, ‘only about each step and not the impossible task 
before him’. How do you think this helps Stanley to keep going?  
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8. Why does Stanley need his shovel?  

  

  

9. Why is Stanley afraid to leave Zero?  

  

  

10. What confession does Zero make to Stanley?  

  

  

11. Why is Mrs Tennyson grateful to Sam?  

  

 

  

12. What kind of a man do you think Sam is? Why do you think so?  

  

 

  

13. How does Mrs Tennyson repay Sam for saving her daughter?  

  

 

  

14. Why do you think Stanley finds the climb so much harder this time? 
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Comprehension Questions To Support The 
Teaching of Holes By Louis Sachar Answers
Chapter 37–40

1. What is Stanley worried will happen when they reach the Big Thumb? Stanley was 
worried that if there was no water or refuge on the Big Thumb then there would be no 
hope for them. 

2. Why does Stanley not want to stop and rest? Stanley does not want to stop and rest 
because he was afraid they would never get started again. 

3. How does Stanley figure out that there is water close by? Stanley notices the weeds and 
bugs and knows that they must be getting closer to water. 

4. Why do you think Stanley tells Zero he has ordered him a sundae? Teacher check. 

5. How does Stanley discover the mud? Stanley discovers the mud by falling into it. 

6. Do you think Stanley is a generous character? Why/Why not? Teacher check. 

7. When Stanley is climbing, he thinks, ‘only about each step and not the impossible task 
before him’. How do you think this helps Stanley to keep going? Teacher check. 

8. Why does Stanley need his shovel? Stanley needs the shovel so he can make the water 
hole deeper. 

9. Why is Stanley afraid to leave Zero? Stanley is afraid to leave Zero in case he dies while 
Stanley is gone. 

10. What confession does Zero make to Stanley? Zero confesses that he was the one that 
threw Clyde Livingston’s shoes over the bridge. 

11. Why is Mrs Tennyson grateful to Sam? Mrs. Tennyson is grateful to Sam because he saved 
her daughter, Becca, with his onion tonic. 

12. What kind of a man do you think Sam is? Why do you think so? Teacher check. 

13. How does Mrs Tennyson repay Sam for saving her daughter? Mrs. Tennyson bought 
onions from Sam and told him to keep the change out of a dime. But Sam wouldn’t 
accept the money and instead Mrs Tennyson bought onions for Mary-Lou with 
the change. 

14. Why do you think Stanley finds the climb so much harder this time? Teacher check.
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