
Comprehension Questions To Support The 
Teaching of Holes By Louis Sachar

Chapter 41–43
1. Why did Zero avoid going to the homeless shelter too often?  

 

  

2. Why didn’t Zero realise he was stealing valuable shoes?  

 

  

3. What did Zero do with the shoes when he got outside?  

 

  

4. How would things have been different if Zero had kept the shoes?  

 

 

  

5. How do you feel about Zero at the end of this chapter? Why?  

 

 

  

6. How do you think Zero feels when he realises that Stanley was blamed for his crime?  
How would you feel if you were Zero?  

 

  

7. How does Zero separate the water from the dirt?  

 

  

8. Why had Stanley hated school?  
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9. Why do you think Stanley feels glad that Zero put the shoes on the car that day?  

 

  

10. Why would Stanley have to spend his life as a fugitive?  

 

 

  

11. How do both boys show their stubbornness on the way down?  

 

  

12. Who, do you think, is Jaffy?  

 

   

13. Do you think things might have turned out differently for Zero if the mother at Laney Park 
had been kind to him? How?  

 

 

  

14. Stanley feels terror rush over him when he sees the compound. Describe a time when you 
were about to do something that really scared you.  

 

 

  

15. The boys are taking a big risk going back to Camp. Do you think sometimes it is worth 
taking a risk? Why/Why not?  
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Comprehension Questions To Support The 
Teaching of Holes By Louis Sachar Answers
Chapter 41–43

1. Why did Zero avoid going to the homeless shelter too often? Zero avoided going to the 
homeless shelter too often in case they found out he had no parents.

2. Why didn’t Zero realise he was stealing valuable shoes? Zero couldn’t read the sign beside 
the shoes. 

3. What did Zero do with the shoes when he got outside? Zero immediately took the shoes 
off and put them on top of a parked car. 

4. How would things have been different if Zero had kept the shoes? If Zero had just kept the 
old shoes, then it’s likely that neither Stanley or Zero would have ended up at the Camp 
Green Lake. 

5. How do you feel about Zero at the end of this chapter? Why? Teacher check.

6. How do you think Zero feels when he realises that Stanley was blamed for his crime? How 
would you feel if you were Zero? Teacher check. 

7. How does Zero separate the water from the dirt? Zero filled the bottom of the hole with 
rocks to try to separate the water from the dirt. 

8. Why had Stanley hated school? Stanley was unhappy at school because he had no 
friends and was being picked on by Derrick Dunne. 

9. Why do you think Stanley feels glad that Zero put the shoes on the car that day? 
Teacher check. 

10. Why would Stanley have to spend his life as a fugitive? Stanley thought he would spend 
the rest of his life as a fugitive because he didn’t intend to go back to Camp Green Lake 
and would then have to avoid the police for the rest of his life. 

11. How do both boys show their stubbornness on the way down? The boys show their 
stubbornness because neither of them wanted to be the first to have a drink. 

12. Who, do you think, is Jaffy? Teacher check. 

13. Do you think things might have turned out differently for Zero if the mother at Laney Park 
had been kind to him? How? Teacher check. 

14. Stanley feels terror rush over him when he sees the compound. Describe a time when you 
were about to do something that really scared you. Teacher check. 

15. The boys are taking a big risk going back to Camp. Do you think sometimes it is worth 
taking a risk? Why/Why not? Teacher check.
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